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Hammond  to  lead  'from  my 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP  and  local 
reports) —  "Lord,  Kelp  me  to  lead  the 
North  American  Mission  Board  from  my 
knees,"  new  NAMB  president-elect  Georf 
Hammond  told  250  NAMB  staffers  during 
their  first  meeting  together  on  March  22. 

The  day  before,  NAMB's  board  of 
trustees  unanimously  elected  Hammond 
as  its  new  president.  Supporters  have 
called  him  a  missionary's  missionary  and  a 
church  planter's  church  planter. 

"As  the  result  of  you  and  your  work,  I 
want  Southern  Baptists  to  fall  in  love  with 
missionaries  all  over  again,"  Hammond 
told  the  NAMB  employees,  who  gave  him 
two  long  standing  ovations. 

Nigenan-bom,  die  youngest  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  and  a  third-generation  missionary,  the 
49-year-old  Hammond  called  his  new  job  at 
NAMB  "way,  way  bigger  than  one  man." 

He  replaces  Robert  E.  "Bob"  Reccord,  who 
resignecf  in  April  20p6  under  a  cloud  of  Ques¬ 
tions  about  his  management  style  ana  die 
agency's  expenditures.  Reccord  was  selected 
as  the  first  NAMB  president  after  messengers 
to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
consolidated  die  Home  Mission  Board,  the 
Radio  and  Television  Commission,  and  the 


NEW  PRESIDENT  —  North  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  Interim  President  Roy  Fish 
(left)  congratulates  new  NAMB  President  Geoff  Hammond  after  a  unanimous  trustee  vote 
on  March  21  to  call  Hammond.  Hammond  addressed  the  agency's  employees  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  at  NAMB  headquarters  in  Alpharetta,  Ga.  (BP  photo  by  )ohn  Swain) 
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ley  live  in  the  same  *  and  still  not  leading  people  to 

[i  different  cities  and  Christ,  not  planting  churches  or 

ferent  license  plates,  crusade  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe.  After  study-  not  doing  ministry-based  evangelism, 
all  the  different  ways  ing  at  Spurgeon's  College  in  London  and  at  you're  not  a  missionary." 
i  pulled."  Southwestern  Bapist  Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth  Hammond  said  he  dreams  of  the  day 

da  tone  of  partnership  where  he  earned  his  doctorate,  he  served  when  a  Southern  Baptist  is  witnessing  to 
Id  emphasize  coopera-  as  an  intern,  assistant  pastor,  and  mission  someone  who  speaks  Farsi  or  Arabic  and 
BC  entities,  as  well  as  church  pastor  for  the  Ftfst  Church,  Dallas.  says,  "Let  me  call  up  NAMB  and  see 
lips  with  state  conven-  He  has  served  as  both  a  NAMB  and  what  resources  they  can  give  me  for  wit- 
is  and  local  churches.  International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  mission-  nessing  to  this  person,'  but  he  added 
e  church,"  he  said.  "I  ary,  and  a  professor  and  church  planter  in  that  NAMB  must  continue  learning  to 

urch  but  I  also  believe  Brazil,  where  he  served  with  wife  Debbie,  contextualize,  not  iust  translate, 

sions  in  order  to  carry  who  was  an  IMB  journeyman  missionary.  Mentioning  NAMB's  headquarters 

nission.  I  believe  the  Hammond  also  served  as  a  director  of  building  in  Alpharetta,  Ga.,  Hammond 
i  is  still  the  most  effec-  missions  in  Springdale,  Ark.,  leading  an  said  he  wants  to  create  an  even  stronger 
nissions."  association  that,  during  his  tenure,  started  missionary  culture  and  mindset  in  the 

e  a  Southern  Baptist,  its  first  new  churches  in  15  years.  building.  I  want  us  to  think  like  mission- 

laptist  by  choice.  You  Prior  to  his  unanimous  election  as  aries  in  this  building.  When  people  come 
cent"  he  joked,  refer-  president-elect  of  NAMB,  he  was  an  exec-  into  this  building,  I  want  them  to  immedi- 
ibvious  British  accent,  utive  and  church  planter  strategist  with  ately  realize  that  we're  in  touch  with  mis- 
ne  today  for  his  sister  the  Southern  Baptist  Conservatives  of  sionaries  across  North  America." 

ince  told  Hammond  Virginia  convention.  Bill  Curtis,  chairman  of  NAMB's  board  of 

boy  that  "being  a  mis-  'Tve  been  fortunate  to  live  all  over  the  trustees,  told  NAMB  employees,  "I  believe 
ft  you  to  heaven,  son."  world.  I've  had  the  privilege  of  helping  with  all  my  heart  hat  God  has  given  us  the 
he  was  bom  in  a  plant  churches  on  four  different  conti-  man  who  has  met  every  one  of  our  criteria, 
nission  hospital  in  nents,"  he  said,  reminding  NAMB  employ-  and  who  is  equipped,  called  and  committed 
in  1957.  As  a  teenag-  ees  hat  North  America  is  not  he  largest  to  leading  the  North  American  Mission 
at  a  John  Ankerberg  continent  in  the  world.  Board  toward  what  God  wants  it  to  be." 
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Notebook 


^Sawn.  Here  we  go  again:  "Have 
V  you  heard?  Proctor  and 
X.  Gamble  is  full  of  Satan  wor¬ 
shippers.  The  company  president 
said  so,  on  television!  Don  t  believe 
it?  Just  look  at  their  logo!" 

A  statement  similar  to  that  is  going 
to  cost  four  Utah  residents  $19.25  mil¬ 
lion.  That's  the  amount  Proctor  and 
Gamble,  the  nation's  largest  con¬ 
sumer  products  company, 
has  been  awarded  by  a  fed¬ 
eral  jury  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Unless  you  have  a  similar 
amount  of  money  from 
which  you  don't  mind  soon 
being  parted,  perhaps  you 
should  take  heed. 

First  of  all,  the  age-old 
rumor  about  Satanism,  f ' 

Proctor  and  Gamble,  and  its 
famous  moon-and-stars  logo 
is  a  lie.  Pure  and  simple.  If 
you  repeat  it,  you're  a  liar.  If 
you're  a  Christian  and  you 
m  H.  repeat  it,  you'd  better  check 

ia  Ir  up  on  whiat  the  Bible  has  to 

18  ’*•  say  about  false  witness. 
or  The  mess  in  Utah  began 

when  Randy  L.  Haugen  cir¬ 
culated  another  person's 
Satanism  rumor  about  Proctor  ana  Gamble 
through  an  automated  phone  message  sys¬ 
tem.  As  distribution  of  the  rumor  multi¬ 
plied  beyond  anything  Haugen  probably 
could  have  imagined,  a  version  of  it 
inevitably  turned  up  at  Proctor  and 
Gamble  headquarters  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Companies  take  their  public  image  seri¬ 
ously.  "This  is  about  protecting  our  reputa¬ 
tion,"  Jim  Johnson,  Proctor  and  Gamble's 
chief  legal  counsel,  told  Associated  Press. 

Another  rumor  that  never  seems  to  die  is 
the  old  saw  that  the  late,  famed  atheist 
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Madalyn  Murray  O'Hair  is  working  to  get 
all  Christian  programming  removed  from 
television.  Again,  not  true.  Such  a  feat  would 
be  hard  to  accomplish  from  the  grave. 

The  latest  variation  of  the  endless 
O'Hair  tale  involves  James  Dobson, 
founder  of  Focus  on  the  Family.  So  ram- 

fant  is  that  rumor  that  the  Focus  on  the 
amily  web  site  carries  a  special  disclaimer 
that  Dobson  and  Focus  on  the  Family  are 
not  involved  in  any  way  in  authenticating 
and  distributing  the  O'Hair  rumor. 

Simply  put,  you  can't  believe  everything 
you  hear  and  read  —  especially  on  the 


Internet.  It  is  a  rare  week  that  the 
offices  of  The  Baptist  Record  fail  to 
receive  a  frantic  e-mail  or  phone  call 
about  the  latest  threat  to 
Christianity.  All  of  them  —  all  — 
turn  out  to  be  rumors. 

Christians  should  be  smarter  than 
’  that.  It  does  not  elevate  our  Kingdom 
»  work  nor  glorify  our  Savior  to  spread 
baseless  rumors  and  indulge  ear¬ 
tickling  lies.  Such  behavior  actually 
diminishes  our  witness  by  proving 
that  we're  no  different  than  the 
world  when  it  comes  to  truth,  gossip, 
and  rumor-mongering. 

This  is  especially  the  case  when 
there  are  so  many  ways  open  to  us 
1  to  check  out  these  rumors.  The 

)  first  way  is  to  visit  the  company's 

web  site  or  call  their  toll-free  cus¬ 
tomer  service  telephone  number. 
.  Chances  are,  you  won't  be  the  first 
call  they  receive. 

Secondly,  there  are  many  good 
S  Internet  sites  (not  necessarily 

y  Christian)  that  research  and  refute 

such  rumors.  Two  such  sites  are 
www.snopes.com,  and 

http:  /  /  urbanlegends.about.com. 
Anyone  with  a  computer  and  two 
minutes  of  free  time  can  avail  themselves 
of  these  free  services. 

Thirdly,  the  mass  media  are  frequently 
full  of  articles  and  reports  that  explode  these 


rumors.  All  we  need  to  do  is  pay  attention. 

Don't  fall  for  these  rumors,  some  of 
which  are  undoubtedly  designed  and  pro¬ 
mulgated  by  detractors  with  the  intention 
of  making  Christians  look  bad.  Any 
amount  of  time  we  devote  to  such  fruitless 
activities  takes  away  from  the  time  we 
could  be  accomplishing  Kingdom  work. 

If  we  re  not  focused  on  Jesus  and 
Kingdom  work,  then  why  are  we  Christians? 
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If  someone  asked  you,  "Of 
all  the  religions  in  the 
world,  what  makes  you 
think  you've  figured  out  which 
one  is  right?"  would  you  know 
the  answer  with  confidence? 

Peter  said  to  "always  be  ready  to 
give  a  defense  to  everyone  who 
asks  you  a  reason  for  the  hope 
that  is  in  you"  (1  Peter  3:15). 

You'll  grow  unshakable  in 
your  faith  depending  on  how 
much  of  the  Bible  you  know 
and  how  obedient  you  are  to  it. 

•  Knowing  God's  Word 

Sives  assurance  of  salvation,  ens  our  faith  and  reassures  our 
ible  study  has  many  benefits,  souls.  Romans  10:17  says, 
Do  you  ever  wonder  if  you're  "Faith  comes  by  hearing,  and 
really  saved  and  going  to  heav-  hearing  by  the  Word  of  God." 
en?  We  can't  help  others  come  •  Knowing  God's  Word 
to  Christ  if  we're  insecure  in  defeats  Satan's  attack, 
our  own  spiritual  condition.  Ephesians  6:17  tells  us  that  the 
The  Bible  says,  "These  things  Bible  is  our  Spirit-given  sword 
I  have  written  to  you  who  for  warding  off  Satan's  attacks 
believe  in  the  name  of  the  Son  of  and  claiming  victory  in  spiritu- 
God,  that  you  may  know  that  al  combat.  Some  people  are 
you  have  eternal  life"  (1  John  tempted  by  one  thing  and  oth- 
5:13).  God  wants  us  to  know  ers  by  another, 
that  we  have  eternal  life  through  If  you're  tempted  to  lose 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  His  your  temper,  memorize  a 
Word  ("these  dungs  I  have  writ-  verse  like  Proverbs  15:18:  "A 
ten  to  you")  is  the  means  by  wrathful  man  stirs  up  strife, 
which  He  gives  this  assurance.  but  he  who  is  slow  to  anger 
How  do  we  know  we've  allays  contention."  If  you’re 
been  forgiven  of  sin?  How  do  prone  to  depression,  memo- 
we  know  we're  children  of  God  rize  verses  like  Nehemiah 
traveling  toward  heaven?  8:10:  "The  joy  of  the  Lord  is 
Because  God  said  so.  As  we  get  your  strength."  If  you  have 
into  our  Bibles  and  discover  problems  Keeping  a  clean 
what  God  has  to  say,  it  strength-  mind,  try  Philippians  2:5:  "Let 


Guest  Opinion: 

Know  the  answer 

By  David  Jeremiah 
El  Cajon,  Ca. 
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this  mind  be  in  you  which  was  is!  Paul  says,  "For  my  deter- 
also  in  Christ  Jesus."  Or  if  mined  purpose  is  that  I  may 
you're  frequently  afraid,  learn  know  Him  —  that  I  may  pro- 
the  secret  of  2  Timothy  1:7:  gressively  become  more 
"God  has  not  given  us  a  spirit  deeply  and  intimately 
of  fear,  but  of  power  and  of  acquainted  with  Him,  perceiv- 
love  and  of  a  sound  mind."  ing  and  recognizing  and 
Whatever  your  sin  or  weak-  understanding  the  wonders  of 


When  Scripture  is  inputted 
into  our  life,  it  seeks  an  outlet. 
When  we're  thrilled  with  the 
Word,  we  want  to  share  it.  The 
Bible  says,  "Be  diligent  to  pre¬ 
sent  yourself  approved  to  God,  a 
worker  who  does  not  need  to  be 
ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the 
word  of  truth"  (2  Timothy  2:15). 

•  Knowing  God's  Word 
helps  us  know  our  heavenly 
Father.  Knowing  God's  Word 
helps  establish  intimacy  with 
our  Heavenly  Father  —  and 
what  a  confidence-booster  that 
is!  Paul  says,  "For  my  deter¬ 
mined  purpose  is  that  I  may 
know  Him  —  that  I  may  pro¬ 
gressively  become  more 
deeply  and  intimately 
acquainted  with  Him,  perceiv¬ 
ing  and  recognizing  and 


ness,  there  are  verses  in  the 
Bible  for  you  —  verses  to  wield 
against  Satanic  attacks.  The 
secret  to  victory  is  finding  those 
verses,  committing  them  to 
memory,  and  meditating  on 
them  until  they  get  into  your 
spiritual  bloodstream. 

•  Knowing  God's  Word 
enables  us  to  witness  to  others. 
A  plan  of  systematic  Bible 
study  and  memorization  can 
give  you  confidence  so  that 
when  the  opportunity  to  wit¬ 
ness  comes  along,  you  know 
what  to  say  because  your  mind 
is  filled  with  the  Word  of  Cod. 


His  Person  more  strongly  and 
more  clearly  ..."  (Philippians 
3:10,  Amplified  Bible). 

God  reveals  himself 
through  His  Word;  and  when 
we  read  the  Bible,  we  are  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  Master. 


Jeremiah  is  the  founder  of 
Turning  Point  for  God,  and  senior 
pastor  of  Shadow  Mountain 
Community  Church  in  El  Cajon, 
Calif.  His  commentary  appears 
courtesy  of  Baptist  Press.  For  more 
information  on  Diming  Point,  visit 
of  God.  www.TumingPointOmine.org. 
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Lottie  to  exceed  $150  million  for  2006 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
international  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  trustees  rejoiced  during 
their  March  19-21  meeting  in 
Memphis  that  the  2006  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Ottering  is  pro¬ 
jected  to  exoeed  the  goal  of  $150 
million,  which  woukfbe  a  record. 

Trustees  appointed  49  mis¬ 
sionaries,  affirmed  evidence  of 
greater  Southern  Baptist 
involvement  in  the  West  Africa 
region,  and  heard  a  challenge 
to  embrace  change  to  reach  the 
world's  unengaged  peoples. 

David  Steverson,  IMB  trea¬ 
surer  and  vice  president  of 
finance,  reported  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  is 
projected  to  exoeed  the  $150 
million  national  goal  for  2006. 
A  final  report  will  be  released 
after  the  May  31  close-out  date 
for  the  offering  receipts. 

Steverson  expressed  thanks 
to  Southern  Baptists  for  their 
sacrificial  giving  and  growing 
passion  for  shanng  the  Gospel 
with  unreached  people  groups 
through  the  offering 

In  1888,  the  first  offering  of 
$3,315.26  funded  three  mission¬ 
aries'  work  alongside  Lottie 
Moon  in  China,  ne  recalled. 
Today,  the  offering  —  named  for 
Lottie  Moon  —  continues  to  help 
send  and  support  missionaries 
to  reach  all  peoples  for  Christ. 

Trustees  appointed  49  new 
missionaries  March  21  during  a 
service  at  Kirby  Woods  Church 
in  Memphis.  The  latest  addi¬ 
tion  of  missionaries  brings  the 
total  number  of  overseas  per¬ 
sonnel  to  5,160,  including  more 
than  4,000  long-term  mission¬ 
aries  on  the  field. 

In  other  business,  IMB 
Personnel  Committee  Chairman 
Paul  Chitwood  said  that  the  ad 
hoc  committees  revisiting  a  bap¬ 
tism  guideline  and  prayer  lan¬ 
guage  policy  for  missionary  can¬ 
didates,  both  adopted  in 
November  2005,  had  concluded 
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TAKING  THE  HELD  —  Forty-nine  new  international  missionaries  were  presented  durii 
appointment  service  by  the  Southern  Baptist  International  Mission  Board  March  21  at  Kirby 
Church  in  Memphis.  (BP  photo  by  Steven  Beckham) 


Amendment  endangered 

BOSTON  (BP)  —  In  a  move  that  could  complicate  eft 
pass  a  constitutional  marriage  amendment  in  Massach 

•  .  .  m  m  •  a  ■  t  _ _ It _ i  _ _ J _ _ 


porter  —  resigned  March  21  and  was  replaced  by  an  amendment 
opponent.  TVavaglini's  resignation  in  older  to  bike  a  private-sec¬ 
tor  job  is  significant  because  as  Senate  president  he  presided  over 
joint  sessions  of  the  House  and  Senate  (constitutional  conven¬ 
tions)  that  considered  amendments.  In  January  he  resisted  pres¬ 
sure  from  "gay  marriage"  supporters  and  allowed  an  up-or- 
down  vote  on  the  amendment  which  passed.  But  die  amend¬ 
ment  must  pass  once  more  in  order  to  make  the  2006  ballot  and 
Sen.  Therese  Murray  —  who  succeeded  him  and  supports  homo¬ 
sexual  marriage  —  now  will  preside  over  any  future  constitu¬ 
tional  conventions.  Meanwhile,  New  lerse/s  same-sex  civil 
unions  law  took  effect  Feb.  19,  but  so  ter  homosexual  couples 
don't  seem  too  interested  in  it  In  die  first  month  of  die  law  only 
219  couples  applied  for  a  civil  unions  license,  according  to  pre¬ 
liminary  figures  published  by  the  Associated  Press.  Another  10 
couples  who  had  civil  unions  licenses  from  other  states  filed 
paperwork  to  reaffirm  their  relationship,  AP  said.  New  Jersey, 


Gov.  Kirk  Fordicv  on  March  27  signed  legislation  authorizing  the 
Mississippi  Department  of  Mental  Health  to  purchase  the  property  of 
Clarke  College  in  Newton,  closed  in  1992  after  a  long  run  as  the  only 
Baptist-affiliated  junior  college  in  the  state 


Sunshine  Church,  Pearl,  loses  its  sanctuary  to  fire  March  2°  Investigators 
rule  arson  as  the  cause.  Church  members,  undaunted  by  the  blaze,  vote  a 
new  name  for  the  church  —  Park  Place  —  and  prepare  for  new  growth. 


James  L.  Sullivan,  native  Mississippian  and  executive  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  in  Nashville,  will  deliver 
the  dedication  address  at  the  new  Baptist  Book  Store  at  the  corner  of 
North  President  and  Amite  Streets  in  Jackson. 
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Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


In  the  case  of  Michael 
iberry  everybody  was  look- 
5  —  the  other  scouts,  die  lead- 
i,  friends,  families,  his  mom 
group,  and 
even  neard 


died  just  for  you.  It  is  amazing  and  dad,  his  church  group,  and  found.  It  is  a  fact  that  each  of  us 

to  contemplate.  people  he  had  never  even  neard  who  has  been  found  has  experi- 

A  second  thing  that  is  woven  of  were  all  searching  for  him.  enced  the  delight  of  being 
through  all  three  stories  is  the  What  would  happen  if  the  sen-  returned  to  the  Father’s  home 
exportation.  There  was  a  search  sitivity  level  about  lost  people  and  heart,  and  we  have  a  book 
involved.  The  herdsman  would  and  the  expectations  of  the  that  played  an  important  and 
leave  the  99  and  go  to  try  to  find  entire  body  of  Christ  would  be  vital  role  in  our  rescue.  The 
the  lost  sheep,  Tnere  are  times  raised  to  a  level  that  you  could  Word  of  God  points  us  toward 

ig  see  it  flashing  in  our  eyes,  hear  home,  but  it  also  points  those  of 
ye  it  in  our  voices,  and  feel  it  from  us  at  home  toward  a  world  that 

in  our  hearts  that  we  are  looking  is  lost.  Today  ask  God  to  give 

tix  for  the  lost?  you  the  privilege  of  being  a 

ig  The  third  element  that  part  of  the  rescue  unit  that  finds 
le  flows  through  all  three  of  one  lost  soul, 
is  these  incredible  stories  is  a 
celebration  that  takes  place. 

The  sheet),  the  coin,  and  the 
j  are  all  found  and  eupho¬ 
ria'  broke  out  among  them. 


through  an  Amber  Alert  in  case  the  lost  sheep, 

he  had  been  taken  by  someone  when  the  99  ai 

and  was  far  beyond  the  region,  that  little  or  no 

Helicopters,  dogs,  professional  given  to  the  l 

rescue  teams,  police,  and  who  lost  the  o 

rangers  all  became  a  part  of  the  around  and  di 
search  effort.  in  the  house  in 

On  Tuesday  morning  when  coin.  With  the  prodigal  it 

the  announcement  was  made  worth  the  time  and  thought  to 

that  he  had  been  found,  every-  visit  with  the  father  and  watch 

where  the  news  cameras  turned  as  his  eyes  scan  the  horizon  boy 

there  were  huge  smiles  and  even  looking  for  his  son.  i ' 

tears  of  joy.  One  lost  boy  had 

been  found,  rescued,  and  the  1 wim 

outcome  was  healths  and  happy  V  •  £ V;.';- G ■/ '/ij, ^  -It 

Sometime',  in  this  dux  or  sutellit* 
imagers  :m  n-dihie  aircraft  mon 

itors  and  global  positioning  s\  s-  V -V^fl 
terns,  we  forget  that  people  can 
but  they  do  When 

reminded  of  4«W  \ 

the  great  to 

finder,  the  found,  and  everyone  ^ jpdT 
hears  the  news. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  Jesus  jfc  •  >' 

took  this  incredible,  emotion-  I  *,  '.|jfl? 

al,  exciting,  and  ageless  expe- 
rience  to  help  us  understand 

what  it  is  like  to  be  outside  the  1  &  - 

family  of  God  —  to  be  lost  In  Ig  'rWmS&J. 

Luke  15,  we  have  three 

ing  pictures  lost  being  If.  ll!. 

found  There  is  a  lost  sheep,  a 
lost  coin,  and  a  lost  box  In 

ear  h  ot  the  stories,  three  com  y  V,  'V'‘V  ~  G  /  '  V  ’’-Si 

mon  threads  flow  helping  us  * Mil 

to  understand  being  lost  and  ■-*''& *  d‘.'  Tv 

being  found 

First,  there  urns  an  evalua- 
tion.  As  with  the  boy  who  was 
lost  at  scout  camp,  in  each  one 
of  the  cases  there  was  some-  w  *  ; 

thing  of  great  value  missing.  1  ^ 

The  herdsman  had  lost  a  sheep  A  y '  k 

and,  of  course,  it  was  worth  a  ^  I 

great  deal.  A  woman  had  lost  a  ^HjBI 

coin,  and  a  father  had  lost  a  son.  ^,P|"  •> 

In  each  case  unless  found  they  *****  _.r,n1l11_ 

were  virtually  irreplaceable.  mi-mt-ssm  an  m  mm  • 

Many  of  us  in  the  church 

may  have  lost  sight  of  the  _ 

tremendous  value  of  just  one  I  jflk  ;  jfl^HH|  fl 
soul.  Jesus  helps  us  understand  [  JhHBJ  fl 

how  valuable  a  soul  is  when  it  |K '  fl 

is  ours.  As  He  said,  "What  shall  I 

a  man  profit  if  he  gains  the  fl 

whole  world  and  loses  his  soul  tSSTuS*  u! 

or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  MmMm  MoMm 

exchange  for  his  soul?"  Even  ssmmim  in  m  in  m 

more  incredible  than  one  soul 
outweighing  all  of  the  world's 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson ,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral9mbcb.org. 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 


4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  0 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  Ms  name. "  (John  1:12 ) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  ' Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Doublt  the  medical  payment  for  some  church 


"Jk. 


Homosexual  rights  group  pickets  Mississippi  College 


Five  protesters  among  about  28  people  demand¬ 
ing  equality  for  homosexual,  lesbian,  and  "trans- 
gendered"  people  at  Mississippi  College  (MC)  in 
Clinton  were  arrested  March  22  after  being  warned 
that  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  come  on  the 
Baptist-affiliated  school's  campus. 

The  protesters  were  members  of  Soulforce's 
Equality  Ride  2007,  which  is  touring  the  country  to 
protest  policies  at  Christian  schools  that  they  allege 
discriminate  against  homosexuals,  lesbians,  and 
"Jransgenders"  -  people  who  believe  they  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  gender  opposite  their  physical  indications. 

Michael  Eide,  a  student  at  tne  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  in  Hattiesburg  and  the  organizer 
of  the  MC  stop  on  tne  Equality  Ride  route,  told  a  small 
group  of  onlookers  ga  tne  red  on  College  Street  just 
beyond  the  north  boundary  of  the  campus  that  being 
homosexual  and  Christian  ^aren't  mutually  exclusive. 

Eide  was  the  first  protester  to  be  arrested  for  mov¬ 
ing  from  the  public  sidewalk  along  College  Street  on  to 
the  MC  campus.  The  school's  administration,  with  the 
backing  of  tne  school's  trustees,  declined  to  allow  the 
protesters  to  enter  the  campus  out  of  concern  for  the 
disruption  of  the  school  day  and  because  the  group's 
stated  goals  are  contrary  to  positions  held  Dy  the 
school  and  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  with 
which  the  school  is  affiliated. 

Mississippi  College's  Student  Handbook  defines 
premarital  sex,  extramarital  sex,  and  homosexual 
activities  as  sexual  improprieties  that  can  result  in  dis¬ 
ciplinary  action  by  the  school. 

Edie  said  such  a  policy  is  "obviously  discriminato- 

3/"  and  the  protestors  wanted  homosexual  MC  stu- 
ents  to  know,  "You  are  not  alone." 

Stephen  Krebs,  a  Soulforce  organizer  from 
Washington,  D.C.,  told  the  crowd  that  MC  students 
and  alumni  had  expressed  support  for  the  protest  at  the 
school.  However,  when  pressed  by  a  reporter  for  The 
Baptist  Record  for  the  names  of  those  supporters,  Krebs 
hesitated  and  said  he  would  have  to  go  Aoff  the  record" 
to  reveal  the  names  because  of  a  "climate  of  fear."  The 
reporter  declined  his  offer  to  go  off  the  record. 

Krebs  approached  the  reporter  later  and  gave 
him  the  name  of  one  person  ne  said  was  a  graduate 
of  the  school  who  supported  the  protest. 


PROTEST  ARREST  —  Kevin  Nelson  (left),  a  Mississippi  College  student  from  Clinton,  talks  with  Soulforce  protester 
Amy  Scott  of  Azusa,  Ca.,  as  Scott  is  arrested  and  led  off  the  school's  campus  by  Clinton  police  officers  during  a 
Soulforce  protest  March  22  against  what  the  protestors  termed  the  school's  discrimination  against  homosexual, 

fDknln  VA/illiam  W  Poririnc  If  1 


lesbian,  and  *tran$-g endered*  students.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Christ,  and  to  ensure  that  we  fulfill  our  mission  we  make 
every  effort  to  provide  our  students  a  quality  Christian 
education  in  an  environment  where  inquiry  and  truth  are 
valued.  In  order  to  do  this  we  do  not  allow  political  action 
groups  to  hijack  our  daily  operations  to  present  their 
View'  because  they  feel  their  voice  is  not  being  heard. 

"Soulforce  is  an  aggressive  challenger  to  the  positions 
held  by  Mississippi  College,  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  and  Southern  Baptist  churches.  We  will  not 


Couple  testifies  to  hesitancy,  certainty  of  God's  mission  call 


Now,  by  God  s  grace,  we  are  sell¬ 
ing  our  home  and  business  to  join  God 
as  He  establishes  His  righteousness 
among  Hungarian  university  stu¬ 
dents,  Larry  said. 

•  "Walking  the  dusty,  overcrowded 
streets  of  a  city  in  South  Asia,  I  saw  peo¬ 
ple  without  nope,  worshipping  idols 
made  by  their  own  hands,  said 
Lelanette,  who  is  returning  there  with 
her  husband  Mark.  "I  thought,  'God, 
how  can  You  bear  to  watch  these  people 
worshipping  their  idols?'  He  remini  led 
me,  'How  can  they  call  on  Me  without 
believing?  How  can  they  believe  with¬ 
out  hearing?  How  can  they  hear  unless 
someone  tells  them?'" 

•  "On  a  hot  day  in  Mexico  in  the 
summer  of  2005,  1  baptized  a  woman 
who  had  been  beaten  by  her  husband 
the  night  before  because  of  her  faith," 

The  woman's  obedi- 
1  me:  What  was 
I  willing  to  give  up  to  be  obedient  to 
Christ?  My  wife  and  1  h^ve  heard 
God's  call  and  with  our  children  are 
going  to  West  Africa." 

•  Paul  told  of  the  day  61  years  ago 

t  ■  in  Taiwan 

received  Chnst  through  the  witness  of 
American  missionaries  there.  "After 
three  generations,  so  did  I,"  he  said. 
"Now  God  is  sending  me  to  serve  in 
Asia  so  others,  as  I  did.  can  come  to 
WbW^UA  ChYlst  "  . . . .  •’ 


table  future.  ered  at  the  church,  "but  God  gently  Christ.  "For  God's  glory  Louisa  shared 

ged  radically  dur-  reminded  me  that  He  had  created  those  the  Gospel  with  me.  For  God's  glory 

sion  trip  overseas,  children  with  their  special  gifts  and  abil-  Heather  pointed  me  to  the  Scriptures. 

<  the  needs  among  ities,  and  that  He  was  going  to  develop  For  God's  glory  I  joyfully  go  to  pouY  my 

"  said  Jack  (last  them.  They  would  miss  nothing  in  the  life  into  some  of  the  least-reached 

security  reasons),  center  of  Fiis  will.  women  of  the  world  (in  Central  Asia), 

overlooking  God's  "Overwhelming  peace  flooded  over  •  "As  a  youth,  I  struggled  to  believe 

le  lostness,  I  knew  me,  and  I  was  ready  to  go."  that  God  was  relevant  to  my  generation,  her  husband  Mark 

part  of  God's  plan  Don  and  Jana  will  join  two  other  new  that  I  had  as  much  to  gain  in  following 
missionary  couples  headed  for  West  Him  as  early  Christians,  said 
wasn't  sure  about  Africa,  the  special  regional  focus  of  Stephanie,  who  is  going  to  Asia.  "As  a 
y.  "Then  I  attended  Southern  Baptists'  prayers  in  2006.  journeyman,  1  found  Him  to  be  mti- 

it  our  church,"  she  The  new  workers  range  in  age  from  mately  involved  and  of  infinite  worth, 
f  two  who  had  been  23  to  60.  Many  of  them  come  with  prc-  and  became  passionate  to  see  my  neigh- 
y)  journeyman  said,  vious  experience  as  short-term  mission-  bors  know  His  love.  Jt  s  His  intimate 
s  not  a  sacrifice  but  aries.  Two  former  career  missionary  concern  that  sends  us." 
that  God  has  called  couples  were  reappointed  for  service.  Her  husband  Chris  recalled  meet- 
all  day,  every  day"  They  come  from  a  variety  of  back-  ing  Asian  villagers  who  were  "terri- 
two  daughters,  grounds  and  professions:  pastors,  teach-  fied  when  they  saw  photographs  of  a  related  Jason 
ping  to  share  the  ers,  full-time  moms,  an  insurance  agent,  funeral,  because  they  feared  that  the  ence  to  God  challenged 
nreached  people  a  purchasing  manager,  a  personal  train-  spirit  of  the  dead  person  could  harm 
•art  of  Asia  They  er,  a  veterinarian.  them.  We  re  returning  to  Asia  to 

r  Southern  Baptist  They  will  take  the  Good  News  of  declare  the  wonderful  news  of  the 
i ted  March  21  by  Jesus  Christ  to  lost  people  across  Asia,  God  who  is  able  to  deliver  them  from 

ion  Board  (1MB)  Africa,  South  America,  and  the  Middle  the  bondage  of  fear."  ,  . 

service  at  Kirby  East.  The  new  appointees  bring  the  total  •  Larry  and  Melinda  Ewing  spent  when  h‘8L|T«™lmothqr 
emphis.  number  of  IMB  overseas  workers  to 

ionary  couple,  Don  5,160  worldwide,  including  more  than 
;led  with  giving  up  4,000  long-term  missionaries, 
as  to  offer.  Brief  testimonies  by  other  new  mis- 

'ared  of  sacrificing  sionaries  outlining  their  journey  of  obe- 
-Mif  eWWterir-*-di^<*-wC^  .  * 


1.  First  Church,  Kosciusko, 
ordained  Kevin  Pullin  as 
doocon  Mar.  4.  Shown  are 
Pullen  and  Barry  C. 
Corbett  pastor. 

2.  Tangipahoa  Church, 
Summit  held  a  youth  fund 
raiser,  and  Glenn  Matthews 
and  Rhonda  Reeves  were 
crowned  Valentine  king 
and  queen.  Shown  are 
Reeves  and  Matthews. 

3.  Fredonia  Church,  New 
Albany,  held  its  youth 
Bible  drill  Mar.  18.  From 
left  Jared  Carter,  Seth 


3.  Youth  Bible  Drillers,  Fredonia  Church,  New  Albany 
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Martin. 

4.  Fredonia  Church,  New 
Albany,  held  its  children's 
Bible  drill  Mar.  18.  From 
left  Cassie  Thompson,  Billy 
Eaker,  Bailey  Tnompson, 
Gavin  Aldridge,  Abbey 
Robbins,  Cason  Robbins. 

5.  Bovina  Church,  Vicks¬ 
burg,  held  a  RA  racer  rally 
and  raingutter  regatta  Mar. 
17.  The  ooys  raised  spon¬ 
sorship  money  to  be  sent  to 
the  Honduras  Children's 
Village.  Shown  are  the  par¬ 
ticipants. 

6.  Women  from  Palestine 
Church,  Plantersville, 
recently  took  food  and  sup¬ 
plies  to  the  Monroe  County 
Home.  Shown  are  the  par¬ 
ticipants. 

7.  Friendship  Church, 
Brookhaven:  Easter  canta¬ 
ta,  Mar.  31,  5  p.m.  and  Apr. 
1, 11  a.m.;  Children's  Choir 


presentation,  Apr.  1, 6  p.m.; 
Easter  services,  7  a.m.  and 
11  a.m.;  no  Sunday  School 
or  evening  services. 

8.  Kreole  Ave.  Church,  Moss 
Point:  Easter  cantata,  Apr. 

8, 10:45  a.m. 

9.  Golden  Triangle  Association 
is  sponsoring  a  Northeast 
District  Ladies  Retreat  Apr. 
14,  9  a.m.-l  p.m.  at  Wood¬ 
land  Church,  Columbus. 
Allegra  Brigham,  speaker. 
Registration  fee,  $20 
(includes  lunch)  due  by  Mar. 
31.  For  information,  call 
(662)  327-6689  or  328-0766. 

10.  Janice  Nichols,  WMU 
director  at  Calvary  Church, 
Fulton,  led  an  Edwina 
Robinson  special  day 
emphasis,  collecting  a  love 
offering  of  $33,  including 
pennies  for  the  Memorial  to 
the  Missing  in  Jackson. 

11.  Park  Haven  Church,  Laurel, 
is  hosting  its  4th  annual 
drive  through  crucifixion 
Mar.  30-31, 730-9-30  pjn.,  at 
3110  Highway  15  North. 

12.  First  Church,  Collinsville, 
will  host  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  caril¬ 
lon  in  concert,  Apr. 6  pm. 


WUfllcTi  Ol 


Grandview  Church,  Pearl, 
will  have  an  egg  hunt  Mar. 
31,  2-3  p.m.,  hosted  by  the 
youth  for  preschool  and 
elementary  children.  The 
church  will  host  Easier — A 
Celebration  of  Resurrection 
music,  presented  by  the  ele¬ 
mentary,  youth,  and  adult 
choirs  Apr.  1, 630  p.m. 


14.  First  Church,  Vicksburg,  is 
hosting  Mark  Lowry, 
singer,  songwriter,  and 
Christian  comedian  Apr. 
12,  7  p.m.  Tickets  available 
at  select  Christian  book¬ 
stores,  First  Church, 
Vicksburg,  and  by  calling 
(800)  965-9324.  For  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (601)  636-2493, 
or  by  visiting  www.pre- 
mierproductions.com  or 
www.marklowry.com. 


15.  First  Church,  Jackson,  will 
present  The  Wonder  of 
Easter  Apr.  1,  3:30  p.m. 
and  7  p.m.  Complimentary 
tickets  are  available  from 
the  church  music  office 
and  will  guarantee  seating 
up  to. 30  minutes  prior  to 
the  concert.  For  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  949-1918  or 
visit  www.fbq.org. 

16.  Leaf  River  Church, 
Pineville,  will  host  a  com¬ 
munity-wide  resurrection 
Easter  egg  hunt  Apr.  7,  2- 
4  p.m.,  with  refreshments 
served.  The  church  will 
have  its  Easter  cantata 
Apr.  8,  7  a.m.,  with  fel¬ 
lowship  afterwards.  No 
evening  services. 


Bama:  Don't  discount  evangelical  vote 
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1.  Htbtoti  Quick,  Smithdale,  has  called  Andy  Boles  as  pastot 
effective  Mar.  14.  Boles  is  shown  with  his  wile  Laurie  ana  chil¬ 
dren.  Ellis.  Emma  Grace,  Easton,  and  Eh. 


Gove  Springs  Church,  North  Central  Association,  has  called 
Larry  W.  Haggard  as  pastor  effective  Mar.  4.  Haggard  and  his 
wife  Susie  come  from  Moorhead  Church,  Mid-Delta 
Association.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Clarke  College,  Mississippi 
College,  and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 


VENTURA.  Calif.  (BP  and  local  reports)  —  If 
the  turnout  for  the  2008  presidential  election  is 
anything  like  that  of  2000  and  2004,  bom  again 
voters  will  cast  roughly  half  of  all  ballots.  The 
Bama  Group  predicts 

“Bom  again  Christians  should  not  be  under¬ 
estimated.  They  represent  half  of  Republican 
voters,  two-fiftns  of  registered  Democrats,  and 
one-third  of  independent  voters,"  said  David 
Kinnaman.  the  researcher  who  directed  the 
study  for  Bama.  "As  the  presidential  primaries 
gear  up  and  both  parties  try  to  attract  the  broad¬ 
est  group  of  voters,  it  will  he  to  their  benefit  not 
to  alienate  the  diverse  Christian  segment." 

»y  examining  32  measures  of  religious  commit¬ 
ment,  belief,  and  activity,  Bama  found  that  while 
Republicans  continue  to  attract  the  most  bom-again 
Christian  voters,  Democrats  are  gaining  ground. 

Republicans  attract  a  disproportionate  share 
of  evangelicals,  Bama  found,  and  Democrats  are 
much  more  likely  to  attract  other  religions. 

"While  one  out  of  14  Republicans  is  aligned 
with  a  religious  belief  system  other  than 
Christianity,  the  same  is  true  for  one  out  of  every 
five  Democrats,"  Bama  said.  "Among  the  non- 
Christians  within  the  Democratic  Party,  two- 
thirds  are  atheists  and  agnostics." 

Kinnaman  warned  that  as  presidential  candi¬ 
dates  pander  to  the  evangelical  voting  bloc  their 
attempts  at  appearing  religious  are  easily  identified. 

"Keep  in  mind  that  many  Christian  voters  are 
inaeasihgly  skeptical  of  being  played  for  politi¬ 
cal  purposes,"  kinnaman  said  ‘'Appealing  to 
them  must  go  beyond  simply  saying  the  right 
combination  of  messages  or  getting  them  to  show 
up  at  the  polls,  but  instead  should  genuinely  con¬ 
nect  with  their  perspectives  and  principles  '' 

Through  its  five  divisions.  The  Bama  Group 
provides  primary  research,  communications 


genuinely  con- 


tools,  printed  resources,  leadership  develop¬ 
ment  for  young  people,  and  church  facilitation 
and  enhancement. 

“The  ultimate  aim  of  the  firm  is  to  partner 
with  Christian  ministries  and  individuals  to  be  a 
catalyst  in  moral  and  spiritual  transformation  in 
the  United  States,"  according  to  the  Bama  web 
site,  www.bama.org. 


Seminary  Church,  Beaumont,  has  called  Kenneth  McLendon 
as  pastor.  He  has  done  supply  and  interim  work  for  a  number 
of  years,  with  his  last  pastorate  being  First  Church,  McHenry. 
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Alta  Woods  Church:  60th  Anniversary 
Homecoming  May  k  Sunday  School  and  choir 
rehearsal,  9J)  a.m.;  worship,  10  amv  followed 
by  covered  dish  luncheon. 

Benton  Church,  Benton:  Revival,  Mar. 
25-28;  Sun.,  10:30  a.m.  and  5  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Wayne  Hudson,  speaker;  Ian 
Richardson,  music;  Charles  Moore,  pastor. 

Cedar  View  Church,  OUve  Branch:  Revival, 
Am  1-4;  Sun,  8  and  11  ajn  and  6  pan.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ryan  Fontenot,  Texas, 
speaker. 

First  Church,  Magnolia:  Revival,  Apr. 
15-18;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  ana  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Billy  Smith,  Madison,  speaker;  Todd 
McDaniel  V 


Plainway  Church,  Laurel:  Homecoming, 

Apr.  1;  services,  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  dinner 
on  the  grounds;  Danny  Henderson,  Denham 
Springs,  La.,  speaker;  Harold  Ishee,  former  pas¬ 
tor,  testimony.  No  evening  services. 

Rose  Hill  First  Church,  Rose  Hill:  Revival 
Ape.  15-18;  Eddie  Martin,  speaker;  Apr.  15;  Brad 
Brownlee,  speaker,  Apr.  16-18. 

Second  Church,  Kosciusko:  Revival,  Apr. 

1-6;  Sun.,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Quinton 
Mills,  speaker,  Sun.-Wed.;  Skeet  Davis, 
Thurs.-Fri. 

Topeka  Church,  Jayess:  Revival,  Apr.  22-25, 
7  p.m.;  David  Fortenberry,  Brookhaven,  speak¬ 
er;  Todd  McDaniel,  Brookhaven,  music;  Dale 
Authement,  pastor. 


BRMC  makes  gift  to  WCUS  School  of  Nursing 


p.m.  in  the  Smith  Auditorium  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  ot 
William  Carey  University.  Tickets  are  $10  general  admission 
and  $5  for  students.  They  will  be  available  at  the  door  or  you 
may  call  in  advance  for  more  information  to  (601)  318-6175. 


2.  The  William  Carey  University  School  of  Nursing  received 
$100000  from  Biloxi  Regional  Medical  Center  (BRMC)  recently 
to  be  used  to  advance  nursing  programs.  Shown,  left  to  right, 
are  Urn  Mitchell,  chief  executive  officer  for  Biloxi  Regional 
Medical  Center;  Tommy  King,  president  of  William  Carey 
University;  and  Rob  Briscoe,  chairman  of  the  BRMC  Board  of 
Trustees,  during  a  check  presentation  by  BRMC.  For  more 
information  about  the  nursing  program  call  (800)  962-5991  ext. 
147  or  (601)315-6147 


Visit  the  Baptist  Recant 

at  www.mbcb.ore!. 


MSAudioLLC 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio.  Video.  &  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room.  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 
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BAPTISTS 


TVooper  Hales 
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Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx.  1132  -2004 
copyrighted  2005 

SIWYWLBYW  C  NDU 
ZMSB  UBZ,  PIDS  SICMHN 
NBWOWY  UW  GWNCYW, 
PIWM  UW  EYDU,  AWVC- 
WOW  SIDS  UW  YWKW- 
COW  SIWX,  DMG  UW 
NIDW  I  DOW  SIWX. 

XDYJ  WVWOWM: 
SPWMSU-LBZY 
Clue:  P  =  W 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  tames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  fames  Two:  Five. 


Questions  brewing  over  'beer  with  Bible' 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —"How  about 
beer  with  your  Bible?"  That's  the  question 
NBC's  Today  show  host  Campbell  Brown 
asked  Marcn  4  on  national  television  to 
introduce  a  report  titled.  Beer  and  Bibles: 
New  Churches  Lure  Young  Members. 

Featured  in  the  two-and-a-half  minute 
segment  was  Darrin  Patrick,  founder 
and  senior  pastor  of  The  Journey  in  St. 
Louis,  a  Southern  Baptist  church  with 
ties  to  the  emerging  cnurch  movement, 
the  North  American  Mission  Board,  and 
the  Missouri  Baptist  Convention  — 
which  loaned  the  cnurch  $200,000  to  help 
start  a  church  planting  center. 

Hie  emerging  church  movement  is  diverse 
and  difficult  to  generalize.  However;  the  mix 
of  influences  includes:  postmodernism  (a 
focus  on  sense-making  through  the  various 
mediums  of  culture);  Calvinism  ala  John 
Piper;  and  for  some,  Christian  liberty,  as 
granted  by  their  scriptural  interpretation,  to 
drink  alcohol  and  engage  in  other  cultural 
activities  that  many  Southern  Baptists  eschew 
based  on  opposing  scriptural  interpretation. 

NBC  spotlighted  The  Journey's 
Theology  at  the  Bottleworks,  a  church- 
sponsored  discussion  group  in  a  bar  where 
alcohol  is  available  to  attendees. 

"This  isn't  just  a  brew  pub,  it's  a  church," 
NBC  reporter  Jennifer  London  said,  describ¬ 
ing  the  room  where  the  meeting  is  held.  The 
"church"  in  reality  is  tne  Schlafly 
Bottleworks  where  The  Journey  readies  out 
to  younger  adults  who  might  not  consider 
going  to  a  traditional  churcn  setting. 

Patrick  told  Baptist  Press  he  abstains 
from  alcohol  and  that  The  Journey  "doesn't 
personally  encourage  nor  corporately  pro¬ 
mote  die  use  of  alcohol." 

However,  the  reporter  emphasized  the 
link.  "Followers  say  they  may  come  for  the 
beer,  but  they  stay  for  die  Bible,"  London 
said,  "and  back  at  the  brew  pub,  it's  about 
saving  souls,  one  beer  at  a  time." 

Some  attending  the  Theology  at  the 
Botdeworks  gathering  also  made  the  con¬ 
nection  between  alcohol  and  the  outreach 
effort.  Erin  Ryan,  who  accepted  Christ  at 
one  of  the  meetings,  told  tne  NBC  crew, 
"You  sit  down  over  a  glass  of  wine  or  a  pint 
of  ale  or  something  luce  that,  and  you  can 
connect  with  people  more." 

NBC's  focus  on  die  novelty  of  die  method¬ 
ology  obscured  the  apparent  serious 


approach  The  Journey  has  taken  in  reaching 
a  cultural-generational  demographic  group. 
The  Journey's  strategy  has  helped  die  con¬ 
gregation  grow  from  30  to  almost  2,000  since 
its  2002  beginning.  Last  fall  it  planted  the 
Refuge  Church  in  St.  Charles,  Mo.  and  it  is 
assessing  church  start  possibilities  in  Illinois. 

Patriae,  in  e-mails  to  Baptist  Press,  was 
dear  that  beer  was  not  a  tenet  of  his  non-tra- 
ditional  methodologies.  Last  December,  The 
Journey's  website  included  an  invitation  to 
"grab  a  brew,  share  your  view"  when  attend¬ 
ing  the  Theology  at  the  Bottleworks  meeting. 
A  picture  of  people  raising  glasses  of  beer  in 
an  apparent  toast  appeared  adjacent  to  an 
essay  by  Patrick  on  the  church's  website 

Patrick  attributed  the  content  to  a  secular 
website  design  company  hired  by  the  church. 
He  told  Baptist  Press  ne  had  the  alcohol- 
related  verbiage  and  picture  removed  as 
soon  as  they  came  to  his  attention  because  "it 
does  not  reflect  the  values  of  our  church." 

Still,  the  church's  unconventional  means  of 
reaching  the  lost  might  be  shaping  its  internal 
culture  as  much  as  the  church  is  shaping  oth¬ 
ers.  The  bio  of  The  Journey's  mission  pastor, 
Jonathan  Macintosh,  mentions  that  he  enjoys 
drinks  with  his  wife  "at  the  almost  secret  bar 
beneath  Brennan's  in  the  Central  West  End." 

The  Today  show  feature  about  The 
Journey  was  not  the  first  time  beer  and  the 
Bible  garnered  media  attention.  The  St.  Louis 
Post-Dispatch  ran  a  lengthy  article  on  its 
Sunday,  Jan.  28,  front  page  detailing  the  alco¬ 
hol  controversy  associated  with  The  Journey. 

Referring  to  a  Theology  at  the  Bottleworks 
meeting,  tne  Post-Dispatch  article  gave  this 
description  of  the  atmosphere:  "In  a  back 
room  at  Schlafly  Bottleworks  in  Maplewood, 
about  50  people  gathered  on  a  recent 
Wednesday  nigjit  to  talk  rock  'ri  roll....  Beer- 
stained  wooden  tables  and  the  smell  of  hops 
complemented  a  free-flowing,  spirited 
debate  among  hip  young  people  in  scruffy 
beards  and  T-shirts. ' 

Patrick  stressed  that  the  Bottleworks  min¬ 
istry  was  a  means  to  reach  out  to  unchurched 
people  in  their  cultural  setting.  Asked  about 
negative  perceptions  and  the  number  of  bib¬ 
lical  references  that  warn  about  the  dangers 
of  alcohol,  Patrick  told  Baptist  Press,  ”vVe 
don't  believe  that  having  a  current  event  dis¬ 
cussion  at  a  bar  is  unbibucal. 

"We  try  to  choose  venues  for  these  events 
where  unchurched  members  of  our  commu¬ 


nity  would  feel  comfortable,"  he  said. 
"Others  have  taken  place  at  restaurants,  cof¬ 
fee  shops,  office  buildings  and  cafes." 

Patnac,  who  is  vice  president  of  Acts  29,  an 
association  of  emergent  churches,  conceded 
that  as  a  group,  Acts  29  holds  a  "much  more 
liberal  view"  of  alcohol  use  than  The  Journey. 

Some  website  material  seems  to  support 
his  conclusion. 

The  pastor  of  an  Acts  29  church  in  San 
Diego  (non -SBC),  for  example,  claims  on 
the  Internet:  "Beer  is  one  of  our  core  val¬ 
ues.  We  enjoy  it  and  like  to  drink  it." 
Although  die  statement  appears  meant  for 
humor,  it  seems  to  show  a  casualness  of 
attitude  about  alcohol  consumption. 

Another  Acts  29  church  (also  non -SBC) 

—  die  Seattle-area  Damascus  Road  Church 

—  sponsors  a  men's  poker  night  for  which 
gamblers  are  encouraged  to  bring  beer.  The 
website  also  states:  "There  is  just  something 
about  having  food  on  your  plate  and  a 
drink  in  your  hand  that  makes  fellowship 
that  much  easier.  Whether  the  food  is 
healthy  or  fattening,  or  die  drink  is  coffee  or 
beer,  we  desire  to  follow  Christ's  example." 

The  alcohol  issue  goes  straight  to  the  top 
at  Acts  29,  whose  president,  Mark  Driscoll 

—  who  is  pastor  of  the  Seattle-area  Mars 
Hill  Churcn  —  wrote  in  his  book,  Radical 
Reformission,  that  abstinence  from  alcohol 
is  a  sin.  In  a  chapter  titled  The  Sin  of  Light 
Beer,  Driscoll  explains  that  he  came  to  this 
conclusion  while  preparing  a  sermon  on 
the  Lord's  miracle  at  Cana  where  Jesus 
turned  water  into  wine. 

According  to  information  published  on 
the  church's  website.  Mars  Hill  sponsored  a 
New  Year's  Eve  party  that  included  a  cham¬ 
pagne  bar.  Mars  Hill  s  website  also  advertis¬ 
es  "beer-brewing  lessons  ...  whenever  a 
large  group  of  (Mars  Hill)  men  get  together." 

Dnscofl  is  controversial  also  for  once 
having  the  reputation  of  the  "cussing 
pastor."  However,  as  he  recounted  on  his 
blog,  he  finally  listened  to  a  friend  who 
helped  him  realize  he  was  becoming 
known  for  "good  theology,  a  bad  temper, 
and  a  foul  mouth,"  and  he  repented, 
starting  with  a  Dublic  apology. 

Patrick's  SBC  connections  include  the 
North  American  Mission  Board.  He  co¬ 
chaired  NAMB's  Young  Leaders  Task  Force 
with  Ed  Stetzer,  a  NAMB  employee  who  is 
on  tiie  board  of  Acts  29. 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 

Insurance  for  the  self-employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 

REASONABLY  PRICED  INSURANCE: 

Medicare  supplements,  major  medical,  & 
small  group  health  insurance  plans  avail¬ 
able  for  individuals  &  churches.  Call 
Cam  Turner  (662)  231-4487  for  rates  or 
visit  www.tumerinsuranceonline.com. 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIOE  and  beach 
front  vacation  condos.  Spring  specials. 
Gulf  Shores  A  Orange  Beach,  Alabama, 
www.gulfshorescondos.com.  Two  nights 
efficiency  sleeps  4  beachside,  $256.  Four 
nights  2  bedroom  sleeps  6  beachside 
$605.  Two  nights  1  bedroom  sleeps  6 
beachfront  $383.  Four  nights  2  bedroom 
sleeps  6  beachfront  $650.  Prices  include 
everthing.  Call  (205)  556-0368  or  (205) 

.  5/25/07) 

RIVERSIDE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  of 
Watson,  LA  seeking  full-time  Minister  of 
Education.  Please  submit  resume  to 
rbcsbcRbei  (south. net. _ 

Insurance  consultants  croup 

—  www.webicg.com,  specializing  in 
Health  Savings  Accounts  DAVE  RAMSEY- 
Endorsed  Local  Provider  for  health  insur¬ 
ance.  Call  for  your  free  quote  today,  1- 
888-828-0905  or  (601)  824-0905. 


DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  A  STEEPLES. 

Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seating, 
wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringlglas, 
carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  Company  of 

Texas,  (800)  728-8291. _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE  esti¬ 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  Miss., 

phone  (601)  776-6617, _ 

HEALTH  OR  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 
Insurance  Too  Expensive/  Call  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance  today  ...  We  Can  Help!  Toll- 

free  (877)  232-0686. _ 

BILL  CAITHER  3-DAY  FESTIVAL, 
Gatlinburg  tour.  Five  nights,  6  days,  3 
evening  concern,  2  morning  services. 
Tout  package:  bus,  lodging,  tickets  A 
most  meals  $780  (double  occ);  Branson, 
In  God  We  Trust  Tour,  Washington  D.C., 
lune  24-July  2.  Purpose  Driven  Tours, 
Wayne  Barber  (601)  371-8733. 

www.purposedriventours.org.  Many 

other  tours  available. _ 

MOVING?  MOAN  A  GROAN  MOVERS, 
(601 )  849-3259.  Ybu  provide  truck  A  boxes. 

We  provide  Labor. _ 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian 
Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
to  (601)  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 


FOR  LEASE:  6500  SQ.  FT.  COMMERCIAL 

bldg,  4234  Lakeland  (comer  Airport/ 
Lakeland)  3000  sq.  ft.  finished  office, 
3,500  sq.  ft  open.  Three  heat/air  units,  3- 
phase  elect.,  55,000  +  cars  daily!  To  show 
call  owner/agent  Alah  Clark  (601)  260- 

QUIET  GATUNMJRC  CABIN  RETREAT: 
2  bdrm  —  sleeps  6.  Mt  View  from  deck. 
Full  kitchen,  level  entry,  $95/nite.  For 
Information:  (251)  666-2175,  (c)  (251) 


FOR  SALE:  BAPTISTRY,  approx.  12  years 
old.  Very  good  condition  $800.00,  call 

(662)465-8815. _ 

NEW  PROSPECT  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Anderson,  SC  (500  worship  att.)  is  receiv¬ 
ing  resumes  for  a  full-time  minister  to 
children  and  a  full-time  minister  to  stu¬ 
dents.  Please  mail  to  2503  Whitehall  Rd. 
Anderson,  SC  29625  or  email  to 

tonys2004Rbellsouth.net. _ 

FBC  BUDE  IS  A  DYNAMIC  and  growing 
church  in  the  Franklin  Association.  We 
are  receiving  resumes  for  the  position  of 
minister  of  musk  and/or  youth  through 
the  date  of  May  1,  2007.  All  those  who 
prayerfully  would  like  to  submit  a  resume 
should  do  so  by  mailing  their  information 
to  FBC  Bude  search  team,  235  Bude 
Baptist  Rd.,  Bude,  MS  39630. 


LASALLE  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION  is 

accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of 
Ministry  Coordinator  (aka  DOM)  through 
May  1,  2007.  Resumes  may  be  sent  to 
Randy  Ray,  452  Fellowship  Road,  Trout  LA 
71371  or  email:  randyrayRcenturytel.net. 
MINISTER  OF  STUDENTS  and  Recreation 
Submit  resume  to  Chatham  Baptist  Church, 
1500  East  Walnut  St,  Chatham  IL.  62629 


SERPEN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  Christian 
owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid¬ 
ing  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601) 
992-2092,  Don  A  Rita  Sabten,  owners. 
MINISTER  OF  MISSIONS.  FULL-TIME. 
Cross-cultural  experience  recommended. 
Equip  members  for  mission  service  local¬ 
ly  and  globally.  Dunwoody  Baptist 
Church,  1 445  Mt.  Vernon  Road,  Atlanta, 


BON  AIR  BAPTIST  IN  RICHMOND,  VA, 
seeks  a  children's  minister.  This  person 
will  direct  a  Christian  education  pro¬ 
gram  for  preschoolers,  children,  their 
parents  and  leaders.  Candidates  will 
have  a  passion  for  sharing  God's  love 
with  children  and  families.  Send 
resumes  to  searchteamRbonairbap- 
tist.org  and  visit  www.bonairbaptist.org 
for  a  job  description. 


PIANIST  NEEDED:  Send  resume  to 

Harperville  Baptist  Church,  P.  O.  Box 
ille,  Ms  39080. _ 


CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
tacagoula,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  pastor 
for  a  growing  church.  Please  send 
resumes  with  picture  to:  Calvary 
Baptist  Church,  P.0. 2278,  Fhscagoula, 
MS  39567  — Attention:  Bill  tope. 


Blue  Mountain  College  student  missionaries  honored 


ALPHARETTA,  Gi.  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  The  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  is  honoring  eight  U.S. 
colleges  and  universities  with  the 
Courts  Red  ford  Award  for  Excellence  in 
Student  Missionary  Deployment  during 
2006.  Honored  as  the  top  missions-send- 
ing  campuses  are:  • 

•  Blue  Mountain  College  in  Blue 
Mountain,  affiliated  with  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention. 

•  North  Greenville  University  in 
Tigerville,  S.C.. 

•  Southwest  Baptist  University  in 
Bolivar,  Mo. 

•  Carson-Newman  College  in  ]efferson, 
City,  Tenn. 

•  Mercer  University  in  Macon,  Ga. 

•  Northeastern  State  University  in 
Tahlequah,  Okla. 

•  University  of  Georgia  in  Athens. 

•  Appalachian  State  University  in 
Boone,  N.C. 

"Blue  Mountain  College  is  pleased 
to  be  honored  by  the  North  American 
Mission  Board,"  said  college 
President  Bettye  Rogers  Coward. 
"This  award  is  a  manifestation  of  the 
commitment  the  College  has  to  mis¬ 
sions.  Tracy  Moser,  Director  of  the 
Baptist  Student  Union,  has  provided 
exemplary  leadership  in  promoting 
the  involvement  and  engagement  of 
BMC  students  in  missions.  Blue 
Mountain  College  students  are  truly  mak¬ 
ing  a  difference  through  service." 

Under  the  auspices  and  coordination 
of  NAMB,  colleges  and  universities  mobi¬ 
lized  more  than  1,600  student  missionar¬ 
ies  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  their 
territories  last  year.  Student  mission 
opportunities  are  promoted  via  Southern 
Baptist  campus  ministries,  Baptist  col¬ 
leges,  and  local  Baptist  churches. 

In  Mississippi,  the  program  is  spear¬ 
headed  by  the  Collegiate  Ministry 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB). 
Mississippi  Baptist  student  missionar- 


diviv^  siuaems  in 
Mountain  College  studei 
ing  a  difference  through : 
Under  the  auspices  i 


STUDENTS  IN  SERVICE  —  Students  from  the  Blue  Mountain  College  (BMC)  Baptist 
Student  Union  (BSU)  spent  their  spring  break  at  Lake  Michigan,  iust  out  outside  of 
Chicago,  with  the  McHenry  Baptist  Cnurch  and  Christian  School.  Reuben  Raquel, 
a  1 991  BMC  graduate  who  serves  as  the  pastor,  invited  the  BMC  group  up  for  spring 
break  to  lead  a  youth  rally,  prayer-walk,  and  church-spruce-up  project.  Members  or 
the  team  included  (front,  from  left)  Tracy  Moser,  BSU  Director;  locelvn  Panter,  Beth 
Short,  Magan  Weeks,  Erin  Anderson,  Jessica  Worsham,  Ashley  Waldrep,  Taryn 
Wenzel,  Jack  Moser;  (rear,  from  left)  Chris  Ferguson,  Austin  Kimbrough,  Korrie 
Stanton,  and  Jason  Webb.  (Special  photo) 


ies  typically  lead  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  numbers  deployed. 

"From  the  early  beginnings  of  die  sum¬ 
mer  missions  program.  Blue  Mountain 
College  has  been  significantly  involved  in 
sending  students.  A  Blue  Mountain  stu¬ 
dent  was  involved  in  the  first  summer 
missions  team  to  serve  in  1947,"  said 
Weaver  McCracken,  director  of  collegiate 
ministry  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board.  "During  2006,  as  one 
of  the  largest  groups  from  a  single  campus 
served.  Blue  Mountain  reinforced  its  tra¬ 
dition  of  missions  support  and  service. 


they  lead  sports  camps,  worship  ser¬ 
vices  in  resort  settings,  Bible  studies  at 
children  and  youth  camps,  outreach  to 
multi-housing  communities,  and  min¬ 
istry  to  internationals,  noted  Donald 
King,  national  consultant  for  NAMB's 
student  missionary  deployment  team, 
based  in  Alpharetta,  Ga. 

NAMB's  award  is  named  in  honor  of 
Courts  Redford  (1898-1977)  who,  in  the 
summer  of  1944,  mobilized  more  than 
70  students  to  serve  across  the  country 
through  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  Home  Mission  Board 
(NAMB's  predecessor),  birthing  the 
student  missionary  strategy. 

Redford  recognized  the  value  and 
impact  students  could  have  in  evange¬ 
lism  and  church  planting,  King  said. 

"Dr.  Redford  s  legacy  continues  as 
NAMB's  student  missionary  deploy¬ 
ment  team  maintains  his  vision  arid 
commitment  as  they  assist  local 
churches  and  convention  partners  to 

the  Blue  Mountain  College  (BMC)  Baptist  !j*f s'“d*"^fcross  Nor,h  America 

SBSSSi'  Boa^Kr^  aws&ssts 

ST Aihl^  te I^  Tifvn  r\eeded  »n  2007  to  share  Christ  in  a  range 

iris  Ferguson.  I to2e  *° 

For  more  information  on  the 

-  Mississippi  Baptist  student  mission- 

"Credit  goes  to  BSU  director  Tracy  ary  program,  contact  the  MBCB 
Moser  and  the  students  involved  in  Baptist  Collegiate  Ministry  Department  at 
Student  Union  for  their  ongoing  support  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  Mb  39205-0530. 
and  promotion  of  SBC  missions  service."  Telephone:  (601 )  292-3299  or  toll-free 
Assigned  to  sites  such  as  college  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
campuses,  beaches,  national  parks,  299.  E-mail:  ppowell@mbcb.org. 
inner  cities,  and  rural  communities.  Interested  parties  may  apply  via  the 
Baptist  student  missionaries  obtain  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
hands-on  mission  experience  while  web  site  at  www.mbcb.org. 
supporting  the  evangelism  and  church  For  additional  information  on  service 
planting  strategies  of  local  Southern  opportunities  through  NAMB,  visit 
Baptist  churches  and  associations.  www.answerthecall.net  or  call  a  mobi- 

Students  also  utilize  their  personal  lization  specialist  at  NAMB,  (800)  462- 
interests,  spiritual  gifts,  and  talents  as  8657,  ext.  6476. 


"Credit  goes  to  BSU  director  Tracy 
Moser  and  the  students  involved  in  Baptist 
Student  Union  for  their  ongoing  support 
and  promotion  of  SBC  missions  service." 

Assigned  to  sites  such  as  college 
campuses,  beaches,  national  parks, 
inner  cities,  and  rural  communities. 
Baptist  student  missionaries  obtain 
hands-on  mission  experience  while 
supporting  the  evangelism  and  church 
planting  strategies  of  local  Southern 
Baptist  churches  and  associations. 


Evangelical  philosophers  argue  link  between  God,  moral  truths 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  The  exis¬ 
tence  of  objective  moral  values  is  evi¬ 
dence  for  God's  existence,  said  Paul 
Copan,  a  philosopher  and  Christian 
apologist,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Evangelical  Philosophical  Society  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

"There  are  certain  moral  truths  that 
we  all  know,"  Copan,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  philosophy  and  ethics  at 
Palm  Beacn  Atlantic  University  in 
West  Palm  Beach,  FI.  "If  objective 
moral  values  exist,  then  it  is  extreme¬ 
ly  likely  that  a  Creator  exists." 

The  society's  meeting  was  held  in 
tandem  with  the  seminary's  Greer- 
Heard  Point-Counterpoint  Forum  on 
the  topic  of  The  Future  of  Atheism, 
featuring  Alister  McGrath  of  Oxford 
University  in  England  and  Daniel 
Dennett,  a  professing  atheist  from 
Tufts  University  in  Bedford,  Ma. 

Copan,  whose  books  defending  the 
Christian  faith  include  True  for  You, 
But  Not  for  Me,  and  How  Do  You 
Know  You're  Not  Wrong,  said  morali¬ 
ty  begins  with  certain  self-evident 
principles  upon  which  atheists  and 
theists  can  agree. 

Citing  atheistic  philosophers  David 
Brink  and  Kai  Nielsen,  Copan  said 
atheists  also  appeal  to  objective  ethics 
and  human  moral  awareness.  Oxford 
evolutionary  biologist  Richard 


Dawkins  also  contends  that  people 
can  be  good  without  being  policed  by 
God,  Copan  said. 

In  light  of  Romans  2,  Christians 
should  not  be  surprised  when  atheists 
live  good,  moral  lives.  Copan  said.  He 
quoted  Dennett,  who  wrote,  "People 
can  be  caring  without  a  belief  in 
immortality...  A  scientific  materialist 
may  be  concerned  about  justice,  beau¬ 
ty,  and  even  religious  freedom." 

By  virtue  of  being  made  in  God's 
image,  atheists  are  connected  to  God 
the  Creator,  whose  character  is  the 
source  and  metaphysical  foundation 
for  morality,  human  worth  and  digni¬ 
ty,  Copan  said. 

"Anyone  can  know  that  humans 
have  certain  moral  rights,  but  a  far 
more  fundamental  question  is,  'How 
did  they  come  to  be  that  way?'" 
Copan  said. 

Naturalists  have  confused  "know¬ 
ing"  and  "being"  —  epistemology  and 
ontology  —  by  acknowledging  certain 
truths  but  failing  to  explain  wny  those 
truths  exist,  Copan  said. 

"Can  the  valueless,  mindless, 
cause-and-effect  physical  processes  of 
naturalism  produce  conscious  humans 
with  value  and  worth,"  he  asked. 

Copan  cited  naturalist's  Colin 
McGinn's  admission  that  "We  know 
that  brains  are  the  de  facto  causal  basis 


of  consciousness,  but  we  have,  it  seems, 
no  understanding  of  how  this  can  be  so." 

Theism  offers  a  more  natural  and 
plausible  explanation  for  why 
numans  are  "valuable,  truth-seeking, 
morally  responsible  beings  in  a  finely 
tuned,  beautiful  universe,"  Copan 
said.  Humans  have  worth  because 
they  are  the  image-bearers  of  a  good 
and  personal  God. 

Although  naturalists  may  live  moral 
lives,  naturalism  itself  undermines 
objective  ethics  and  undercuts  a  moti¬ 
vation  for  morality.  Copan  said.  He 
quoted  Dennett  again,  saying  that  while 
moral  norms  "contribute  to  social  cohe¬ 
sion,"  tliey  are  "illusory  rule-worship." 

Copan  referred  to  naturalist 
Michael  Ruse  who  said  moral  values 
are  "an  illusion  of  our  genes  to  get  us 
to  cooperate  with  each  other."  Seeing 
moral  impulses  the  same  as  other 
impulses  —  such  as  the  impulse  to  eat 
or  scratch  —  doesn't  inspire  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  virtue.  Copan  said. 

Evolutionary  ethics  produce  skepti¬ 
cism  about  a  human's  ability  to  know 
truth.  Copan  said,  adding  that 
Charles  Darwin  said,  "With  me,  the 
horrid  doubt  always  arises  whether 
the  convictions  of  man's  mind  which 
has  been  developed  from  the  mind  of 
the  lower  animals  are  of  any  value  or 
are  even  trustworthy." 


Ethical  foundations,  then,  are 
undermined  by  "an  evolutionary 
process  that  is  interested  in  fitness 
and  survival  but  not  true  beliefs," 
Copan  said. 

Theism  offers  a  more  plausible  con¬ 
text  for  affirming  human  dignity  than 
naturalism  that  puts  moral  objectivity 
and  rational  thought  in  question. 

Copan  cited  the  1948  United 
Nations  Universal  Declaration  of 
Human  Rights  to  show  that  humans 
have  an  intrinsic  understanding  of 
human  rights,  regardless  of  religious 
convictions.  He  quoted  French 
philosopher  Jacques  Maritain,  one  of 
the  document's  drafters,  who  said, 
"God  and  objective  morality  cannot 
be  plausibly  separated  since  God  is 
the  Creator  ot  valuable,  morally 
responsible  human  beings  and  is  the 
very  source  of  value." 

Copan  concluded  by  saying  that  a 
moral  argument  alone  doesnT  prove 
the  existence  of  the  Christian  God  but 
can  be  supplemented  with  other  argu¬ 
ments  for  God. 

"The  moral  argument  points  us  to  a 
supreme,  personal,  moral  being  who 
is  worthy  of  worship  and  who  made 
us  with  dignity  and  worth,"  Copan 
said.  "He  is  a  being  to  whom  we  are 
accountable  and  wno  could  reason¬ 
ably  be  called  God." 
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Junior  Girl  Scout  Troop  828  of  Clinton 
delivered  282  boxes  of  cookies  to  The 
Baptist  Children's  Village.  The  girls  sold 
cookies  at  Kroger,  Baptist  HealthPiex,  Wal- 
Mart,  and  Celluar  South.  For  the  past  several 
years  this  troop  has  asked  customers  to  not 
only  buy  cookies  for  themselves,  but  to  con¬ 
sider  buying  some  for  the  BCV  residents. 
The  girls  sold  more  for  the  BCV  this  year 
than  ever  before. 


Volunteers  of  Hopewell  Church,  Little  Rock,  (Newton  Co.),  continued  the  construction 
project  on  Memorial  Cottage.  These  volunteers  with  many  others  are  providing  the  labor  to 
get  this  project  completed. 
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Bible  Studies  for  I. iff 


With  fear,  apathy, 
excitement?  Always  our 
response  should  be  one 
of  praise  and  worship, 
acknowledeinR  Him  as 


1  remember  the  first  movie  I 
saw  about  the  life  of  Jesus.  What 
a  captivating  experience  for  me. 
A  person  who  could  be  human 
and  yet  perfectly  divine  was 
awe-inspiring.  The  visual  images 
of  Him  being  beaten  and  cruci¬ 
fied  still  move  me  to  great  emo¬ 
tion.  Those  images  played  a  big 
part  in  my  salvation  experience. 

To  think  that  Jesus,  the  holy 
and  perfect  Son  of  God,  went 
through  such  suffering  for  me  is 
often  overwhelming.  Can  you 
imagine  —  someone  died  for 
me!  Someone  loved  me  enough 


our  Messtari.  Knowing 
Jesus  is  fully  Lord  and 
Man  should  remove  all 

■  fear  and  should  moti¬ 
vate  us  to  adoration. 

Know  it  today.  Many  _ y  Soon  after  His  tri- 

Teople  were  in  town  for  Boydstun  umphant  entry  into 
he  Passover  Celebration.  As  Jerusalem,  Jesus  gathered  His 
esus  rode  into  the  city,  a  large  disciples  for  the  Last  Supper.  In 
crowd  came  to  greet  Him,  John  13:21,  Jesus'  spirit  was 
shouting  “Hosanna!  troubled  about  the  coming 

Hosanna!"  They  waved  palm  betrayal  by  one  of  His  own.  He 
branches  in  acknowledgement  indicated  in  verse  26  who 


Boydstun 


to  give  His  life.  What  Jesus  did 
should  provoke  a  response 
from  us  —  one  that  includes 
awe,  praise,  and  commitment. 

John  12:12-15  begins  the 
account  of  Jesus  entering 
Jerusalem.  It  was  the  Sunday 


of  Him,  saying  He  came  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord. 

Verses  14  and  15  indicate 
that  this  scene  was  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  earlier  prophecy  about 
Jesus'  coming  as  tne  Messiah, 
riding  a  young  donkey  as  a 
sign  of  peace.  Though  hailed 
the  King  of  Israel  by  tne  crowd. 
He  did  not  arrive  in  the  manner 
some  might  have  expected. 
There  were  no  war-norses, 
crowns,  or  fancy  carriages. 

How  do  we  respond  to  an 


would  be  the  betrayer.  It  is  iron¬ 
ic  that  a  gesture  of  friendship  — 
Jesus  offering  him  a  piece  of 
bread  —  should  signal  Judas 
Iscariot's  betrayal  of  Jesus. 

Verse  27  says,  "Satan  entered 
into"  Judas  as  soon  as  he  took  the 
bread  from  Jesus.  It  was  clearly 
the  point  of  no  return.  Jesus  told 
Judas  to  do  auickly  what  he 
would  do.  Ana  so  Judas  made 
his  choice  and  therefore  became  a 
tool  to  accomplish  Satan's  plans. 

For  Jesus  to  be  troubled  by 


encounter  with  Jesus,  our  King?  such  a  betrayal  signifies  his  com¬ 


plete  humanity.  Being  also 
divine,  He  could  sense  tne  spiri¬ 
tual  hardness  and  deadness  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  sin  in  Judas.  Jesus 
understands  our  complete 
humanness  when  we  have  a 
choice  to  make.  He  always  pro¬ 
vides  a  chance  for  us  to  renounce 
whatever  we  are  involved  in,  but 
does  not  prevent  us  from  it.  The 
choice  is  always  ours. 

In  the  chapters  after  the 
betrayal,  Jesus  was  condemned 
to  death  and  crucified.  Chapter 
19,  verse  17  sets  the  stage,  with 
Jesus  carrying  His  cross  to 
Golgotha.  As  Jesus  hung  there, 
Pilate  had  a  notice  proclaiming 
Him  "The  King  of  Jews"  posted 
on  the  cross.  Remember  that  just 
a  few  chapters  earlier  tile  people 
had  shouted  this  very  acclama¬ 
tion  to  Jesus.  Pilate  meant  some¬ 
thing  very  different,  but  God 
intended  for  all  to  see  His  Son 
die  as  die  king  He  is. 

Though  Jesus  was  a  divine 
king.  He  was  fully  human  in 
His  death.  His  divine  nature 
allowed  Him  to  give  up  His 
life,  and  so  verse  33  indicates 
the  Roman  soldiers  found  Him 
to  be  dead  when  they  checked 


on  Him.  However,  one  of  them 
pierced  His  side  with  a  sword 
to  make  doubly  sure.  John's 
eyewitness  account  of  the 
blood  and  water  that  flowed 
from  the  wound  is  yet  another 
indication  that  Jesus'  death  was 
truly  human  and  very  real. 

According  to  19:35,  John 
expected  the  death  of  Jesus  and 
this  very  flow  of  blood  and  water 
to  lead  people  to  faith  in  Christ 
as  Savior.  He  testified  of  these 
things  "so  that  you  also  may 
believe."  Our  response  to  His 
death  should  be  strong  belief. 

When  we  stop  to  think  about 
the  painful  death  He  suffered, 
we  must  realize  that  we  put 
Him  on  that  cross.  More  impor¬ 
tantly,  He  chose  to  suffer  that 
human  death  because  of  us. 
This  knowledge  should  spur  us 
to  great  response  —  praise,  awe, 
ana  gratitude.  It  snould  also 
clearly  lead  us  to  a  saving  faith 
and  a  place  in  His  kingdom. 


Boydstun  is  Preschool  tind 
Children's  consultant  in  the  Sunday 
School  Dept.,  MBCB,  and  a  member 
of  Pindahe  Church,  Brandon. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Exercise  Submission's  Power 


1  Peter  3:1-12 


Ivan  Parke 


1  Peter  3  opens  with  a  Greek 
adverb  translated  in  the  same 
way.  "Submission",  therefore, 
remains  the  main  theme  from 
2:13  to  3:6. 

The  Greek  verb,  translated 
"submit"  or  "be  submissive" 
(hupotass),  occurs  six  times  in  1 
Peter  (2:13,  18;  3:1,  5,  22;  5:5).  It 
is  a  military  term  that  means 
"to  line  one’s  self  up  under."  A 
different  Greek  verb,  hupakou, 
means  "to  obey"  (see  3:6). 

In  chapter  3,  like  chapter  2, 
Peter  verified  that  Christianity 
is  a  "personal"  commitment 
but  not  a  "private"  faith. 
Believers,  although  "aliens  and 
strangers"  in  this  world  (2:11; 
see  aiso  1:1,  17),  do  not  avoid 
earthlings.  God  expects  His  fol¬ 
lowers  to  live  righteously  as 
they  interact  with  all  people, 
saved  or  lost  (2:24). 


1.  Christian  Conduct 
"Behind  Closed  Doors" 

(3:1-7) 

Mark  1:29-31  reveals 
that  Peter  had  a  mother- 
in-law,  thus  a  wife.  As  an  expe¬ 
rienced  husband,  he  addressed 
wives  (six  verses)  more  than 
husbands  (one  verse).  What  he 
instructed  them  mirrors  what 
the  Apostle  Paul  wrote  (see 
Eph.  5:22-33;  Col.  3:18). 
Nevertheless,  more  people 
have  quoted  Paul;  some  who 
consider  Paul  "controversial" 
have  not  consulted  Peter. 

In  verses  1-2,  Peter  charged 
wives  to  evangelize  a  pagan 
husband  subtly,  using  lifestyle 
alone  (see  1  Cor.  7:12-16).  He 
characterized  persuasive  living 
with  a  prepositional  phrase 
("with  fear"  BKJV)  and  an  adjec¬ 
tive  ("chaste").  The  NIV  rightly 
renders  that  prepositional 
phrase  "reverence."  The  Greek 
adjective,  translated  "chaste," 


indicates  "pure  from 
every  fault. 

Verses  3-6  explain 
how  to  be  pure  and 
reverent.  Wives  should 
focus  inward,  not  out¬ 
ward;  developing  their 
character  rather  than 
enhancing  their  appear¬ 
ance.  "Charm  is  deceit- 
Parke  ful  and  beauty'  is  vain, 
but  a  woman  who  fears 
the  Lord,  she  shall  be  praised" 
(Pr.  31:30;  see  also  1  Sam.  16:7). 

Hairdos,  makeup,  clothing, 
and  jewel™  cost  money,  often 
excessive  amounts.  "In  the  sight 
of  God,"  however,  thev  do  not 
matter  (see  1  Sam.  16:7).  He  val¬ 
ues  "the  hidden  person  of  the 
heart  with  ...  a  gentle  and  quiet 
spirit"  (3:4).  He  knows  what  is 
"imperishable"  (unlike  silver  or 
gola  -  see  1:7, 18)  and  "precious" 
(3:4).  The  Greek  adjective,  trans¬ 
lated  "precious,"  also  signifies 
"costly,  expensive"  (see  Mk. 
14:3).  Makeup  or  outfit  does  not 
upgrade  the  heart  of  a  person. 

To  motivate  his  readers,  Peter 
cited  Sarah,  the  "first  lady"  of 
God's  people  (3:5-6).  Genesis 
18:12  reveals  that  she  respected 
Abraham,  calling  him  "lord." 


In  verse  7,  husbands  become 
the  focus.  Peter  charged  them 
to  exercise  their  authority  with 
care.  Women,  being  physically 
"weaker,"  are  more  vulnerable, 
i.e.,  easier  to  victimize. 

To  prevent  spousal  abuse, 
Peter  urged  "understanding." 
Dictators  are  never  "consider¬ 
ate"  (NIV). 

Furthermore,  Peter  reminded 
husbands  that  their  wives  were 
spiritual  equals.  The  Greek 
noun,  translated  "fellow  heir," 
also  appears  in  Romans  8:17, 
Ephesians  3:6,  and  Hebrews 
11:9.  Mistreating  a  fellow  heir 
adversely  affects  personal 
prayer  (its  effectiveness).  The 
Greek  verb,  translated  "hinder," 
depicts  "blocking  the  wav." 

2.  Christian  Conduct  "Out  in 
Public"  (3:8-12) 

Verses  8-12  close  the  section  of 
1  Peter  that  began  in  2:13. 

Verses  8-9  list  seven  qualities 
that  "all  [believers]"  (3:8)  — 
slave  or  free,  married  or  single 
—  should  embody.  Five  qualities 
stuff  verse  8:  [a]  "harmonious" 
(literally  "same  mind"),  [b] 
"sympathetic"  (literally  "to  suf¬ 
fer  with"),  [c]  "brotherly  [love]" 
(philadelphos  —  see  also  1:22; 


2:17),  [d]  "kindhearted"  (see  also 
Eph.  4:32),  and  [e]  "humble  in 
spirit"  (see  also  5:6).  Collectively, 
these  traits  promote  [11  denying 
self  and  [2]  elevating  others,  nec- 
essarv  "ingredients"  for  unity  in 
the  Church.  Contrasting  quali¬ 
ties  structure  verse  9:  [a]  reluc¬ 
tant  to  retaliate  and  [bj  ready  to 
bless  regardless  (see  also  1:23; 
Lk.  627-28).  God  blesses  us  with 
a  secure  inheritance  (see  also  1:4) 
AS  we  bless  those  who  curse  us. 

Verses  10-12  quote  Psalm 
34:12-16,  a  psalm  that  David  had 
composed.  Its  theme  is  "God 
Delivering  the  Righteous"  (see 
especially  vv.  4-8,  17-20,  22). 
"Many  are  the  afflictions  of  the 
righteous;  but  the  Lord  delivers 
him  out  of  them  all"  (Ps.  34:19). 
Peter  used  Psalm  34  to  comfort 
his  readers  who  were  suffering 
unjustly.  If  thev  did  what  was 
right,  e.g.,  to  suffer  without  retal¬ 
iating,  God  would  rescue  them. 

Scriptures  cited  are  from  the 
New  American  Standard  unless 
otherwise  indicated. 

Parke  is  Associate  Professor. 
Dept,  of  Christian  Studies  and 
Philosophy,  MC,  and  a  member  of 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton. 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing:  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 


Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 


ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
M$  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecordtembcb.org. 


LifeWay  chief:  ministry  first  for  SBCs  publishing  entity 


LOUISVILLE.  Kv.  (BP)  —  As 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  exam¬ 
ines  its  future  it  must  consider  itself  a 
ministry  first  and  a  business  second, 
LifeWay  President  Thom  S.  Rainer 
said  recently  during  a  presentation  at 
Southern  Seminary  m  Louisville,  Kv. 

Reviewing  the  history  of  the 
Christian  resource  provider,  Rainer 
noted  that  LifeWay  has  been  self-sup¬ 
porting  since  its  inception  in  1891  as 
the  Sunday  School  Board.  Despite  this 
legacy,  which  clearly  has  its  advan¬ 
tages,  Rainer  said  the  Southern 
Baptist  organization  must  always 
maintain  a  ministry  focus. 

“One  of  the  dangers  we  have  at 
LifeWay  is  that  we  are  so  focused  on 
being  a  business  that  pays  its  own 
way,  that  we  forget  that  our  primary 
purpose  is  not  revenue  production, 
out  it  is  to  do  ministry  for  the  benefit 
of  local  churches,  primarily  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

“Because  we  are  self-sustaining 
and  self-supporting  sometimes  we  act 
too  much  like  a  business.  We  are  first 
a  ministry  and  when  we  forget  that, 
we  have  forgotten  who  we  are,  who 
we  serve  ana  who  owns  us,“  he  said. 

Rainer  was  on  the  Southern 
Seminary  campus  to  present  his 
vision  for  the  future  of  LifeWay. 
Before  beginning  as  LifeWay  presi¬ 
dent  Feb.  1,  2006,  Rainer  served  tor  11 


years  as  founding 
dean  of  the  Billy 
Graham  School  of 
Missions,  Evangelism 
and  Church  Growth  at 
Southern  Seminary. 

In  addition  to  the 
of  maintain- 
a  or  nistry  focus. 


►< 


eral  other  issues  the 
organization  must 
address  to  effecti 
minister  to  loci 

churches. 

“One  of  the  chal¬ 
lenges  is  our  sheer 
size,  bureaucracy,'*  he 
said.  “When  you  have 
an  organization  that 
has  3,000  full-time 
equivalent  employees, 
and  7,000  total 
employees,  there  is  a 

tendency  to  have  an  - 

organization  that  is  not  nearly  as 
streamlined  as  it  could  be.  It  is  big, 
and  sometimes  it  can  be  cumbersome. 
As  a  result,  there  are  times  when  we 
respond  like  a  bureaucracy,  respond¬ 
ing  slowly  or  not  responding  at  all." 

Another  challenge  Rainer  noted  is 
meeting  the  needs  of  the  numerous 
and  varied  constituencies  within  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


from 

sue 


"I  had  no  idea  of  the  the  pastors  and  lay  leaders  in  the 
diversity  of  theological  church.  If  we  can  have  a  small  role  in 
views,  within  ortho-  influencing  the  influencers  then  we  will 

have  made  at  least  some  contribution. 

LifeWay,  Rainer  said,  will  seek  to 
present  this  biblical  depth  in  a  rele¬ 
vant  way,  which  is  one  of  the  reasons 
he  founded  the  LifeWay  research  and 
ministry  development  department. 

“There  is  often  the  assumption  that 
to  mention  die  word  relevance  means 
that  you  abandon  biblical  depth  and  a 
biblical  framework,"  he  said.  "I  will 
challenge  to  *  say  that  this  can  occur  and  often  does, 
c  Southern  But,  we  have  to  touch  die  generations 
of  today.  We  have  to  reach  out  to  those 
who  have  not  been  hearing  our  mes¬ 
sages  in  our  churches. 

^We  also  want  to  attempt  to  listen 
to  our  churches  better.  We  do  not 
want  to  be  the  organization  that 
decides  we  have  a  product  we  want  to 
dump  oil  the  churches.  Instead,  we 
want  to  be  the  organization  that  lis¬ 
tens  to  where  churches  are  and  tries  to 
respond  to  churches  needs." 

LifeWay  must  be  unapologetically 
evangelistic,  he  said. 

"I  nave  a  heart-burning  desire  to  be 
an  entity  that  reaches  people  for  Jesus 
Christ,"  he  said.  "It  is  my  prayer  that 
—  for  the  glory  of  God  —  when  the 
of  Thom  Rainer  is  done  evan- 


dox  theology,  that 
makes  up  the  southern 
Baptist  Convention," 
he  said.  "We  have  an 
academic  constituency, 
such  as  this  seminary. 
We  have  a  constituen¬ 
cy  that  thinks  we  cater 
too  much  to  the  acade¬ 
mic  constituency.  It  is  a 
constant 
serve  the 

Baptist  Convention, 
but  that  does  not  mean 
that  we  will  not  strive 
to  do  that." 

In  presenting  a 
vision  for  addressing 
these  challenges, 
Rainer  said  LifeWay 
must  achieve  biblical 

-  depth  in  its  materials. 

LifeWay  employees  have  heard  it 


n  me  again  and  again:  We  must  pur- 
biblical  depth,"  he  said.  "It  is  a  chal¬ 
lenge  to  present  a  Sunday  School  lesson 
(witn  biblical  depth]  that  people  will 
cover  in  30-40  minutes,  but  we  are 
going  to  do  it.  Recently,  we  created 
B&H  Academic.  BAH  Academic  is 
important  to  me,  because  it  will  influ¬ 
ence  the  influencers.  It  will  influence 


ministry 

gelism  is  something  I  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  for  emphasizing  at  LifeWay." 


Report  highlights  federal  government's  obscenity  failures 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  the  stats  show  that  it's  not  the  Justice  —  the  division  of  the  DOJ  consists  of  individuals  indicted,  commercial  e-mail  spam  tha 
federal  government's  battle  'priority'  we've  been  told  it  is,"  primarily  responsible  for  enforc-  not  separate  cases.  Obscenity  includes  hard-core  porn,  the] 


CP  giving  smashing  records,  again 


www.fbi.gov.  The  guide  nudity,  sex  or  ex 
indudes  answers  to  frequently  Second,  woi 
asked  questions,"  such  as:  "My  person,  again 
child  has  received  an  email  rent  commun 
advertising  for  a  pornographic  find  the  wor 
website,  wnat  should  I  do?*  describes,  in  a 
The  guide  says,  "Generally,  sive  way,  sexui 
advertising  for  an  adult,  pomo-  Finally,  wou 
graphic  wihsite  that  is  sent  to  an  person  say  die  v 
email  address  does  not  violate  whole,  lades  sen 
federal  law  or  tire  current  laws  tic,  political  or  sc 
of  most  states.  In  some  states  it  Any  materi. 
may  be  a  violation  of  law  if  the  definition  ma; 
sender  knows  the  redpient  is  violate  federa 
under  the  age  of  18.  Sucn  adver-  convicted  of  di 
tising  can  be  reported  to  your  material  may 
service  provider  and,  if  known,  and  punished 
the  service  provider  of  the  origj-  imprisonment 
nator.  It  can  also  be  reported  to  the  "Citizen 
your  state  and  federal  legisla-  Federal  Obs 
tors,  so  they  can  be  made  aware  found  at  C 
of  the  extent  of  die  problem ."  www.usdoj.go 

LaRue  said  that  response  is  "The  jury 
"inadequate  and  misleading."  material  is  ob 
She  questioned  why  th e  guide  what  they  kn 
doesn't  mention  it  is  a  federal  community,"  si 
crime  to  use  interstate  com-  policy  directc 
merce,  which  she  says  includes  issues  at  CWA. 
interactive  computer  services,  LaRue's 
to  send  an  obscene  advertise-  "Budgeting  Wi 
ment  through  email.  Fail  at  Obscenil 

"If  theres  anybody  on  the  may  be 
planet  who  hasn't  received  a  www.cwfa.org. 


revival  in  Moon 
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Miss.  Acteens  celebrate  God,  missions 


By  Erica  Harms 

Correspondent 


Approximately  160  Acteens  and  their 
leaders  took  advantage  of  a  chance  to  learn 
about  and  participate  in  missions,  as  well 
as  spend  a  weekend  together,  at  the 
Mississippi  Acteens  Convention  (MAC)  on 
March  30-April  1  at  Baptist-affiliated  Blue 
Mountain  College  in  Blue  Mountain. 

The  Mississippi  Acteens  Conference  is 
an  annual  missions  weekender  for  sev¬ 
enth  through  twelfth  grade  teenagers 
and  their  adult  leaders. 

Once  on  the  campus  of  BMC,  Acteeas  were 
greeted  with  a  giant  seven-foot  footprint  and 
various  multi-colored  shoes  dangling  from  the 
auditonum's  ceiling,  as  they  prepared  to  learn 
about  "Beautiful  Feet,"  this  year's  MAC  theme. 
Using  Romaas  10:15,  each  person  was  chal¬ 
lenged  to  not  only  learn  about  the  ways  that 
Goa  is  using  missionaries  around  the  world, 
but  also  how  God  desires  to  use  each  of  them. 

"We  want  every  student  to  know  that  if 
they  are  a  Christian,  they  are  called  to  go 
and  share  Christ.  God  can  use  them  as  mis¬ 
sionaries  -rigfrrt^ipw,"  said  Robin  Keels, 
Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
(wMu)  consultant  and  MAC  coordinator. 

The  fast-paced  weekend  was  quite  a  hit 
with  eigth  grader  Kayleigh  White,  who 
attends  Hillcrest  Church  in  New  Albany. 
"I  had  a  blast.  This  was  my  first  MAC,  but 
definitely  not  my  last.  I  learned  just  how 
beautiful  the  feet  of  missionaries  are 
because  their  feet  are  taking  them  all 
around  the  world  to  tell  people  about 
Jesus,"  White  said. 


Participants  in  the  2007  Mississippi  Acteen  Convention  March  30- April  1 
ege  in  Blue  Mountain  take  time  out  to  praise  the  Lord  in  song  and  motion, 
rcsored  by  the  Mississippi  Woman's  Missioanry  Union  iwMu)  drew  more 
ir  adult  leaders  this  year.  (Photo  by  Erica  Harms) 


?  weekend's  events  were  "It  was  really  neat  to  be  able  to  drive 
sits  with  an  International  from  site  to  site  visiting  groups  as  they 
d  missionary  from  South  did  their  mission  projects.  This  weekend 
lot  be  identified  because  of  is  a  chance  for  teenagers  to  not  only  learn 
’  of  her  work,  and  Brook  about  missions  and  near  from  missionar- 
?r  missionary  from  Canada,  ies,  but  also  to  participate  in  missions 
>le,  people  didn't  have  e-  themselves,"  Keels  said, 
lessaging.  When  they  had  It  was  that  component  that  Amy-Jo 
with  other  people,  ft  was  Girardier,  Bible  study  leader,  highlighted 
took  them  there.  We  have  as  she  spoke  to  the  teenagers. 

>ws  to  share.  People  are  "Your  very  lives  are  a  letter  that  anv- 
they  need  to  know,"  the  one  can  read  by  just  looking  at  you. 
nissionary  said.  Christ  himself  wrote  it  not  witn  ink,  but 

>m  Acts  chapter  eight,  she  with  God  s  living  Spirit:  not  chiseled  into 
is  Philip  was  going  that  he  stone,  but  carved  into  human  lives,  and 
to  lead  someone  to  Christ,  we  publish  it,"  she  read  from  the 
d  each  of  you  to  do  some-  Message  version  of  2  Corinthians  3. 

'as  you  go'  that  opportuni-  "It's  our  iob  to  publish  it.  Are  you 
to  snare  with  people  about  publishing  the  message  that  Christ  has 

put  on  your  heart?"  asked  Girardier,  a 
to  missionary  visits,  break-  staff  member  at  Brentwood  Church  in 
worship  celebrations,  and  Brentwood,  Tenn. 

■cts  were  among  the  week-  Keels  expressed  appreciation  to  Blue 

Mountain  College  for  nosting  the  event 
e  part  of  the  weekend  was  Blue  Mountain  is  one  of  three  institutions 
roject  on  Saturday.  We  had  a  of  higher  learning  affiliated  with  the 
nd  people  were  amazed  that  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
anything.  Lots  of  people  Blue  Mountain  College,  MAC,  and  other 
stions  ana  couldn't  believe  it  Acteen  activities  are  supported  bv  gifts  to 
uldn't  accept  them,"  said  the  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program, 
who  also  attends  Hillcrest  "The  weekend  was  wonderful, 
k  Albany.  Imagine  w  hat  God  can  do  with  160  pairs 

es  surrounding  Blue  of  beautiful  feet  heading  back  home 
v  saturated  with  teenagers  throughout  Mississippi,"  Keels  said 
noon  as  each  Acteens  group  For  more  information  on  MAC  and 
>  a  niinistrv  location.  Mission  other  Acteens  activities,  contact  Keels  at 
ed  nursing  home  visits,  rak-  Mississippi  wMu,  P.O  Box  530,  Jackson, 
thing  windows  at  the  homes  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601 )  292  3322 
ens,  cleaning  out  a  church  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  ro¬ 
asting  the  free  car  wash.  1651.  ext  332  E-mail:  rkeelsto’mbcb.org 


HATTIESBURG,  Ms.  (Special)  -  King  was  elected  February  15  by 
Longtime  William  Carey  University  the  school's  trustees  to  succeed 
(WCU)  faculty  member  and  admin-  Larry  Kennedy,  who  served  as 
istrator  Tommy  King  will  be  inau-  WCU  president  for  eight  years 
gurated  as  tne  Baptist-affiliated  before  succumbing  to  complications 
school's  ninth  president  at  2  p.m.  from  Amyo-  ^ 
on  April  30  in  Smith  Auditorium  of  trophic  Lateral 
the  Thompson  Fine  Arts  Center  on  Sclerosis  (ALS), 
the  Hattiesburg  campus.  c  o  m  m  o  n  1  y  rr 

Inaugural  events  will  actually  known  as  Lou 
begin  on  April  26  with  a  student  Gehrig'  sH  y 

prayer  breakfast,  followed  by  a  Disease,  on^H 
faculty /staff  prayer  breakfast  on  September  21, Hk. 

April  27.  Botn  events  start  at  7  2006. 

a.m.  in  the  Student  Conference  King  is  the^B^H 

Center  on  campus.  first  WCU  ^Hj 


What  a  coincidence  (again)! 


William  Deavct  a  professor  emeritus 
at  the  University  of  Arizona  who  has 
spent  five  decades  unearthing  such 

•  i _ a _ I _ «  .1*. _ i _  » _ T  a. _ l  J 


Jf  the  non-religious  elitists  in  the 
mainstream  American  media  are 
publishing  articles  calling  into 
question  everything  Christians 
believe  from  the  virgin  birth  of  Jesus 
to  His  death  and  Resurrection,  it 
must  be  getting  close  to  Easter.  What 
a  coincidence r 

No,  that  statement  was  not  written 
in  this  space  a  few  weeks  ago  when 

I  Oscar-winning  filmmaker 
James  Cameron  and  obscure 
Canadian  journalist  Simcha 
Jacobovici  announced  a 
Discovery  Channel  docu¬ 
mentary  that  purported  to 
expose  the  2000-year-old 


archaeological  sites  in  Israel,  told 
Associated  Press,  "It  would  be  amusing 
if  it  didn't  mislead  so  many  people." 

For  many  years  now,  news  media 
and  entertainment  outlets  such  as  the 
New  York  Times,  Newsweek  maga¬ 
zine,  ABC  television  network,  and 
any  number  of  cable  channels  have 
earnestly  published  and  broadcast 
pseudo-investigative  reports  around 
me  time  of  Easter  with  such  pro¬ 
found  story  lines  as,  "Who  was 
Jesus?"  and  "The  Real  Christ." 
Needless  to  say,  their  answers  to 
their  own  questions  are  often  unrec¬ 
ognizable  to  Christians. 

Underlying  much  of  this  report¬ 
ing  is  a  transparent  effort  to  reduce 
the  Son  of  God  to  a  mere  mortal. 
Although  couched  in  semi- 
respectable  terms,  the  conclusion  is 
always  the  same:  We  just  can't  be  sure 
Jesus  was  who  He  said  He  was.  The 
wildly-popular  Da  Vinci  Code  book 
and  movie  were  both  aimed  square¬ 
ly  at  promoting  that  message. 

How  pathetically  we  are  served  by 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Resurrection  and  Ascension. 

That  statement  was  writ¬ 
ten  in  this  space  in  early 
April  2006,  in  reference  to  die 
latest  (at  that  time)  phenome¬ 
nal  archaeological  find  that 
was  supposed  to  blow  the  lid 
off  Christianity.  Just  before 
Easter  2006,  the  National 


William  H. 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


Easter  2006, 

Geographic  Channel  aired  a  TM 
documentary  on  the  newly-uncovered 
Book  of  Judas,  about  which  a  National 
Geographic  Channel  promotion  piece  stat¬ 
ed:  *One  of  the  most  significant  biblical 
finds  of  die  last  century  -  a  lost  gospel  that 
could  challenge  what  is  believed  about  the 
story  of  Judas  and  his  betrayal  of  Jesus." 

Tne  New  York  Times  gushed  that  the 
Judas  text  was  "troubling  for  many 
believers,"  and  was  producing  "a  new 
generation  of  Christians  wno  now 
regard  the  Bible  not  as  the  literal  word  of 
God  but  as  a  product  of  historical  and 
political  forces  that  determined  which 
texts  should  be  included  in  the  canon, 
and  which  edited  out." 
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our  mass  media  in  almost  every  wav, 
but  certainly  when  it  comes  to  portravals 
of  Jesus  and  the  Christian  faith. 

The  Bible  is  the  authentic  Word  of 
God,  Jesus  Christ  is  the  authentic  Son  of 
God,  and  we  are  the  authentic  followers 
of  the  authentic  God  and  His  authentic 
Son.  Easter  is  a  real  event  in  human  his¬ 
tory  and  in  eternity,  as  foretold  and 
described  in  the  authentic  Bible. 

What's  so  hard  to  understand  about 
that?  It  seems  some  people  are  simply 
educated  —  or  just  deem  themselves 
sophisticated  —  beyond  their  intelligence. 

unfortunately,  that  fact  really  stands  out 
at  this  time  of  year. 


Did  die  Book  of  Judas  bring  the  Christian 
faith  crashing  down  in  2006?  Hardly.  A  brief 
search  of  the  World  Wide  Web  will  today 
reveal  that  it  was  the  Book  of  Judas  that  was 
debunked,  not  Christianity. 

Thus  has  been  the  fate  of  the 
Cameron  /Jacobovici  "discovery"  this  year, 
too.  It  turns  out  that  legitimate  archaeolo¬ 
gists  have  known  about  me  alleged  tomb  of 
Jesus  for  decades.  Amos  Kloner,  the  Israeli 
archaeologist  appointed  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  study  the  tomb  site  in  Jerusalem 
shortly  after  its  discovery  many  years  ago, 
criticized  Cameron  and  Jacobovici  for  their 
amateurish  attempt  at  archaeology  and 
said,  "They  just  want  to  get  money  for  it." 
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Poll:  Americans  believe  Resurrection  is  true 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Mack  Amis,  McComb 
lames  Beasley,  Crystal  Springs 
Al  Green  |r„  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


"We  wanted  to  see  how  the  documen-  The  survey  of  1,004  adults,  conducted 
y  influenced  the  public  s  opinion  on  the  March  28-29,  found  that  48%  of  Americans 
►direction,"  Connor  said.  ’The  research  believe  God  made  humans  "pretty  much  in 
owed  that  57%  of  the  population  had  the  present  form  at  one  time  within  the  last 
id  about,  heard  about  or  watched  the  10,000  years  or  so."  Another  30%  believe 
cumentary.  humans  evolved  over  millions  of  years, 

"However,  familiarity  with  the  film  had  with  God  guiding  the  process  --  a  belief 
impact  on  the  public  s  view  of  the  res-  sometimes  called  theistic  evolution.  Only 
rection.  About  75%  of  those  with  and  13%  believe  in  a  God-less  evolution, 
thout  knowledge  of  the  documentary  It  is  but  the  latest  poll  showing  that  a 
ntinue  to  believe  in  Jesus’  bodily  resur-  large  number  of  Americans  discount  evo- 
rtion,"  Connor  said.  lution,  despite  the  fact  it  is  promoted  as 

Thirty-five  percent  of  respondents  said  true  within  the  mainstream  media,  acade- 
ey  were  more  likely  to  attend  an  Easter  mia,  and  culture  at  large, 
rvice  after  hearing  about  or  viewing  Among  other  polls: 
imeron’s  documentary.  Only  seven  per-  •  A  Gallup  poll  of  1,002  adults  last 
nt  said  foe  film  would  decrease  the  pos-  May  found  that  46%  of  Americans 
rility  that  they  would  attend  church  this  believed  God  created  humans  in  their 
ister  Sunday.  present  form  within  the  past  10,000 

"About  23%  of  those  who  claim  to  not  be  vears.  Thirty-six  percent  believed  in  the- 
m-again  Christians  said  they  would  be  Istic  evolution,  and  13%  believed  in  evo- 
ore  likely  to  attend  church  Easter  Sunday  lution  with  God  not  playing  a  role, 
a  result  of  the  documentary.  Another  •  A  Harris  poll  of  1,000  adults  in  June 
%,  who  rarely  attend  church,  also  said  2005  found  that  64%  believed  "human 
ey  will  be  more  likely  to  attend  Easter  beings  were  created  directly  by  God,"  22%. 
fvices  after  hearing  about  or  watching  said  numans  "evolved  from  earlier  species" 
e  film,"  Connor  said.  and  10%  believed  humans  "are  so  complex 

The  complete  study  can  be  found  at  the  that  they  required  a  powerful  force  or  intel- 
Miter  for  Missional  Research's  website,  ligent  being  to  help  create  them."  In  a  sepa- 
ww.namb.net /cmr.  rate  question,  only  38%*  said  humans 

Meanwhile,  roughly  half  of  Americans  "developed  from  earlier  species." 

»  reject  the  theory  of  evolution  and  The  Newsweek  poll  also  found  thal 
stead  believe  that  God  created  humans  in  91%,  of  Americans  profess  a  belief  in 
eir  present  form  in  the  past  10,000  years,  God,  and  only  three  percent  describe 
wording  to  a  new  Newsweek  poll.  themselves  as  an  atheist. 


VOLUME  131  •  NUMBER  14 
(ISSN -0005-5778) 

Published  weekly  except  weeks  at  lulv  4 
and  Christmas  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board.  515  Mississippi  Street, 
lackson  MS  39201  Subscription  $9.35  per 
vear  i>avable  in  advance  Economy  plans 
available  tor  cooperating  Mississippi  churches 
Periodicals  postage  paid  at  lackson.  MS. 
Memlier  Association  nt  State  Ba|itist  Papers 
Deadlines  News  items  —  one  calendar 
week  prior  to  requested  pulilii  alion  (late. 
Advertising  —  two  calendar  weeks  prior  lo 
requested  puiiln  ation  date  All  submissions 
are  subfei  t  lo  editing. 


Tm  Bai  hst  Ricord 


Land:  resolve  immigration  in  'moral  way' 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  - 
Southern  Baptist  ethics  leader 
Richard  Lana  joined  Hispanic 
evangelical  Christian  leaders 
and  members  of  Congress  in  a 
March  29  Capitol  Hill  news  con¬ 
ference  calling  for  a  law  that 
secures  America's  borders  and 
outlines  a  firm  process  for  illegal 
immigrants  to  eam  citizenship 
The  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  both  passed  bills 
in  die  last  Congress  to  address 
the  illegal  immigration  problem. 
The  differences  in  the  two  mea- 


BAPTISTS 


The  Second 
Front  Page 


s  Liberty  Commission  of  the 
tensive  immigration  reform  at 
National  Hispanic  Christian 


Published  Since  1877 


establish  a  guest-worker  pro¬ 
gram  and  enable  most  illegal 
immigrants  to  enter  a  process 
to  become  citizens.  Some 
House  Republicans  and  other 
conservatives  charged  it  would 
provide  amnesty  to  those  who 
are  in  this  country  illegally. 

The  House  version,  which 
was  passed  in  December  2005, 
focused  on  border  security  and 
enforcement  against  illegal 
immigrants  and  those  who  aid 
them.  Hispanic  leaders  and 
Senate  Democrats  sharply  criti¬ 
cized  it  as  lacking  in  compassion. 

Last  summer,  the  Senate 
appeared  to  move  toward  the 
House  position  to  some  extent. 
For  instance,  senators  voted  94- 
3  to  fund  the  construction  of 
370  miles  of  fencing  and  461 
miles  of  vehicle  barners  on  the 
United  States-Mexico  border. 

The  standoff  on  the  issue, 
Rodriguez  said  at  the  news 
conference,  has  resulted  in 
"polarizing  [Hispanic]  commu¬ 
nities,  separating  families  and 
provoking  12  million  people  to 
hide  deeper  in  the  shadows..." 


year's  SBC  resolution  encour¬ 
aged  churches  to  begin  such 
classes  "on  a  massive  scale.’’ 

Land  predicted  a  majority  of 
Southern  Baptists  ana  other 

_  evangelicals  will  support  reform 

Land  also  said  at  the  news  that  is  truly  comprehensive, 
conference,  "We  don't  want  to  They  will  not  embrace  reform 
have  die  World  Series  where  that  is  not  [committed]  to  secur- 
head  of  you  have  to  have  the  national  ing  the  borders,"  Land  told 
Hispanic  anthem  sung  in  Spanish  and  reporters  after  the  news  oonfer- 
"  *ish,  the  way  it  is  in  French  ence.  "But  if  the  government 
English  in  Canada.  That’s  [shows]  they  are  serious  about 
important  that  people  securing  the  borders,  they  will 
learn  to  read  and  write  and  embrace  comprehensive  reform  ’’ 
speak  English  as  part  of  the  Reps.  Luis  Gutierrez,  D.-Ill., 
*  '  *  and  Jeff  Flake,  R.-Ariz.,  also 

spoke  at  the  news  conference, 
one  week  after  they  introduced 
the  latest  version  of  compre¬ 
hensive  immigration  reform  in 
the  House.  Also  speaking  were 
Sens.  Lindsey  Graham,  K.-S.C; 
Robert  Menendez,  D.-N.J.,  and 
Ken  Salazar,  D.-Cok).,  as  well  as 
Gilbert  Velez,  senior  pastor  of 
Mercy  Church  in  Laredo,  Texas. 

The  Senate  approved  in  May 
a  bill  intended  to  secure  the 
border  with  Mexico  but  also 


2006  resolution  on  illegal  immi-  ciency  in  the  English  vernacular; 
gration.  That  measure,  civic  classes,  paying  penalties 
approved  by  an  overwhelming  and  fines  for  breaking  uie  law. 
majority  of  the  messengers, 
urged  increased  border  security 
and  enforcement  of  the  laws, 
while  encouraging  Christian 
outreach  to  immigrants  regard¬ 
less  of  their  legal  status. 

Samuel  R( 
the  country’s 

evangelical  Christian  association,  English, 
said  at  the  news  conference  the  ana  F 
network  of  churches  and  leaders  why  it's 
does  not  support  amnesty.  1 - 

"We  support  an  earned  path-  speak  E 
way  to  citizenship,"  said  process  < 

Rodriguez,  president  of  the  permanent  fabric  of  this  nation." 
National  Hispanic  Christian  He  said  Southern  Baptist 
Leadership  Conference.  "We  churches  can  make  a  major  dif- 
support  a  pathway  that  will  ference  on  the  problem  by  initi- 
indude  demonstrations  of  profi-  ating  English  classes.  Last 
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NASHVILLE,  Item.  (BP)  —  A  man  who  calls  himself  both 
“the  Second  Coining  of  Jesus,"  and  "the  Antichrist"  ia  gather¬ 
ing  followers  among  Hispanics  in  the  United  States  after  suc¬ 
cessfully  spreading  his  no-sin,  no-hell  message  through  30 
other  countries.  Jose  de  Jesus,  a  60-year-old  Puerto  Rican  now 
preaching  in  Houston,  told  ABC  News,  "Before  the  presence  of 
God,  there's  no  more  sin."  He  preaches  that  the  death  and  res¬ 
urrection  of  Jesus  Christ  means  sin  no  longer  exists  and  people 

‘  “  “  Reared  in  a  housing  pro¬ 

stole  to  support  his  niero- 
e  to  him  in  a  1973  vision 
pint  that  was  in  Jesus  of 
from  prison,  he  came  to 

*  at.  _ _ 


with  provisions  that  would 


A  record  111  students  are  commissioned  as  Mississippi  Baptist 
Student  Union  (BSU)  summer  missionaries  at  the  annual  Leadership 
Training  Conference  Apr.  4  -  6  at  C.ulfshore  Assembly,  the  50th 
anniversary  of  student  summer  missions  in  Mississippi. 


in  addiction.  He  says  two  ang 
while  he  was  imprisoned,  am 
Nazareth"  entered  him.  After 
the  United  States  and  begar 
According  to  de  Jesus,  Antfchi 


By  a  vote  of  52  -  15,  Larry  Lewis  is  elected  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  during  a  special  called  meeting 
Apr.  10.  Lewis,  former  home  missionary  and  church  planter,  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  Hannibal-LaGrange  College  in  Hannibal,  Mo. 


In  the  seven  years  since  Southern  Baptists  last  trekked  to  Chicago 
for  their  national  convention,  the  denomination  has  grown  in  mem¬ 
bership  from  seven  million  to  over  8.5  million. 


The  Truth  About  the 
Resurrection  of  Jesus 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  leans.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  ( I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 
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Jesus  died  for  our  sins,  was 
sealed  in  a  tomb,  and  three 
days  later  triumphantly  and 
forevermore  rose  again,  and  He 
is  alive  today.  That  is  die  core  of 
the  biblical  account  of  Jesus  and 
that  is  the  heart  of  the  Good 
News,  that  God  has  provided 
for  us  a  way  of  forgiveness, 
cleansing,  and  eternal  salva¬ 
tion.  Witn  all  of  my  heart,  soul, 
and  mind,  I  believe  what  the 
Bible  declares.  Recently,  a 
movie  mogul  by  die  name  of 
ames  Cameron  made  his  decl¬ 
aration  that  he  had  found  the 
mrial  box  and  the  body  of 
esus.  Although  the  box  had 
>een  found  some  years  ago, 
Cameron  conjured  up  a  theory 
that  Jesus  did  not  die  and  rise 
from  the  dead  but  secretly  went 
on  living  and  even  more, 
Cameron  added  a  story  about 
his  involvement  with  Mary 
Magdalene  and  a  child  that  was 
bom  to  them.  Conveniently,  he 
released  his  far-fetched  theory 
on  the  world  just  before  the 
Easter  season  in  an  effort  to 
shake  the  very  foundation  of 
Christians  around  the  world. 
While  his  findings  got  some 
media  play,  they  were  generally 
brushed  aside  and  debunked  at 
every  level  by  numerous  bibli¬ 
cal  scholars.  Out  of  curiosity 
and  an  awareness  that  some 
people  would  probably  ask 
about  his  findings,  I  listened  to 
what  he  had  to  say  and  won¬ 
dered  why  he  would  even  pre¬ 
sent  such  an  idea  with  such 
flimsy  documentation. 


‘Directions 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


On  the  positive  side,  may  I 
just  say  to  you  that  we  have 
every  reason  in  heaven  and  on 
earth  to  believe  that  Jesus  died, 
rose  again,  and  even  now  sits 
in  glory  at  the  right  hand  of 
Goa.  Why  am  I  so  sure?  1  pro¬ 
pose  to  you  three  simple  tacts 
about  the  Resurrection. 

Fact  number  one  points  to 
the  believers.  Just  consider  this: ' 
following  the  death  of  Jesus 
and  His  burial,  the 
Resurrection  would  take  place 
and  Jesus  would  appear  to  one, 
and  another,  and  another,  and 
another,  and  according  to 
Scripture  met  with  agathering 
of  500  at  one  time.  Those  who 
were  there  saw  Him  in  death, 
then  in  life,  and  were  willing  to 
risk  their  own  lives  and  even 
die  for  that  incredible  truth. 
People  will  not  give  their  lives 
for  a  lie.  Their  minds  would  not 
agree  to  it  and  their  emotions 
would  not  allow  them  to  pro¬ 
tect  such  a  fabrication.  His  own 
earthly  brothers  who  probably 
were  not  believers  before  the 
Resurrection  embraced  His 
lordship  in  total  once  they  saw 
Him  alive  again.  Many  of  those 
early  believers  faced  death  with 
unalterable  courage  and 


»  to  gain 
?r  if  they 


unshakeable  faith  knowing  that 
He  was  alive  forever  more. 

The  second  piece  of  incredi¬ 
ble  evidence  points  to  the 
unbelievers.  When  you  begin 
to  look  at  the  powerful  groups 
who  were  shaken,  embar¬ 
rassed,  and  incredibly  frustrat¬ 
ed  by  His  Resurrection,  you 
have  to  be  amazed.  The  Jewish 
leaders  of  the  day  and  the 
power  and  influence  of  the 
Roman  government  were  shak¬ 
en  by  tne  empty  tomb.  These 
powers  had  far  more 
man  a  movie  producer 
could  just  produce  some  evi¬ 
dence  that  He  was  still  dead, 
and  they  could  not.  They  were 
not  singing  praises  that  He  was 
alive.  Tney  wanted  to  produce 
evidence  that  He  was  dead, 
and  their  efforts  were  all  futile 
because  their  sealed,  guarded 
tomb  was  empty.  While  they 
would  have  loved  to  have  pro¬ 
duced  a  lifeless,  dead  body  that 
proved  their  case,  they  could 
not  and  the  unbelievers 
became  a  piece  of  evidence  and 
in  a  strange  way  affirmed  the 
truth  that  He  is  alive. 

The  last piece  of  evidence  that 
I  would  offer  is  in  those  folks  I 
call  the  receivers.  John  says,  "As 


many  as  received  him,  to  them 
gave  he  power  to  become  die 
sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that 
believe  on  his  name"  (John  1:12). 
I  have  been  blessed  to  witness 
genuine,  transformed  lives 
because  by  faith  they  have  met 
the  living  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  am 
not  talking  about  people  who  are 
just  a  part  of  organized  religion, 
and  I  am  not  talking  about  folks 
who  just  go  to  church  on  Easter 
as  a  ritual.  I  have  seen  people  liv¬ 
ing  their  faith  with  a  vibrancy 
that  declares  and  demonstrates 
that  Jesus  Christ  makes  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  who  they  are,  what  they 
do,  and  where  tney  are  going  1 
have  experienced  the  wonder 
and  incredible  delight  of  know¬ 
ing  Jesus.  I  have  seen  reflected  in 
the  lives  of  hundreds  of  people 
the  purpose  of  life  and  meaning 
that  only  He  can  bring.  I  have 
watched  as  saints  have  faced 
death  with  a  peace  in  their  heart 
and  a  confidence  about  eternity 
because  of  a  genuine  experience 
with  Christ.  Death  is  never  an 
easy  process,  even  as  it  was  not 
for  Jesus  on  the  cross.  Yet,  as  with 
Him,  multitudes  have  lived  and 
died  with  calm  assurance  that, 
"Into  thy  hands  I  commend  my 
spirit."  Because  He  is  alive,  we 
can  face  all  of  the  uncertainties  of 
life  with  the  certainty  that 
because  He  lives,  we  will  live 
also.  For  me  the  evidence  is  clear 
that  James  Cameron  may  be  a 
skilled  movie  producer,  but  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  living  Son  of  God. 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jaclcson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutraWmbcb.org. 
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ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


ADOPT  A  SUMMER  MISSIONARY 
Mississippi  BSU 


Pastors 

Did  you  know  that ... 

. .  .  2007  is  the  60th  year  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  Student  Union 
sending  out  Summer  Missionaries? 

. .  .  during  those  years  3,171  students 
have  served,  and  Mississippi  BSUs 
have  raised  over  three  million  dollars 
to  send  them? 

. . .  these  students  are  servant  leaders, 
giving  up  summer  jobs  and  income  to 
become  missionaries? 


WMU  Leaders 
And  did  you  know  that ... 

. . .  you  and  your  church  can  be  per¬ 
sonally  involved  and  supportive  of  one 
of  these  students  as  they  serve  this 
summer? 

...  by  adopting  a  student  for  the  sum¬ 
mer,  your  church  or  WMU  can  experi¬ 
ence  first-hand  support  for  those  who 
are  sacrificing  to  serve? 


Vdu  can  help  by  assisting  students  in  many  ways: 

Spiritual  -  Praying  for  and  remembering  these  students. 

Physical  -  Helping  students  with  small  needs  such  as  toiletries,  gift  cards,  stamps, 
etc.  Some  churches  have  involved  their  VBS  during  the  summer,  their 
children,  and  their  workers,  in  various  support  activities  of  Summer  Missionaries. 


DEADLINE:  MAY  151 

VIS!  We  are  interested  in  adopting  a  Mississippi  BSU  Summer  Missionary 
appointed  through  our  State  Baptist  Student  Union  for  the  summer  of  2007. 
Please  register  our  request  to  be  assigned  a  student  and  send  further  information. 


Contact  Person: 

Address:  _ 

City: - 

Church  Mame:_ 
Address: _ 


Three  Mississippi  unlversities/col leges  near  us: 


Phone  #:. 


_ Zip  Code: 

Phone  •: _ 


.  Zip  Code: 


Send  to:  Collegiate  Ministry  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


W 


Mississippi  Baptist 
Symphony  Orchestra 

Worship  Service 

Fairview  Baptist  Church 
Columbus 


M  ISSISSIPPI  Baptist 


SYMPHONY  .  _ 

Wbchm TQA  APnl  22' 7  pm- 


IE® 

®  * 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 
CHAPLAINS'  ASSOCIATION 
SPRING  RETREAT 

Patterson  Place ,  Camp  Garaywa 
April  27-28,  2007 


FRIDAY  EVENING  will  be  "An  Evening  with  Pruitt  Calvert"  as  he 
presents  Aunt  Blabby,  who  can't  wait  to  spread  the  news!  Come  join 
in  the  fun  on  Friday  night  and  relax  and  laugh  with  "Aunt  Blabby." 

On  SATURDAY  MORNING  Hardy  Denham  will  lead  our  retreat 
sessions:  "Looking  on  the  Bright  Side,"  and  "Rendering  Service  that 

Continues  to  Last." 

Music  By  Bobby  Shurden 

Bobby  will  bring  our  music  on  Friday  night  and  Saturday  morning. 
He  is  pastor  of  Crestview  Baptist  Church,  Petal,  and  was  a  full  time 

music  evangelist. 

Check-in  begins  at  3  p.m.,  with  dinner  at  6  p.m. 

Come  early  and  enjoy  afternoon  refreshments,  visit  with  old  friends, 
and  make  new  friends.  We  will  dismiss  after  lunch  on  Saturday. 

There  is  no  charge  for  members  of  the  Chaplains'  Association 

and  their  spouses. 

For  reservations  contact  Carol  Wright,  Men's  Ministry, 

MBCB,  601-292-3334,  or 
1-800-748-1651,  E-mail:  cwright#mbcb.org. 


2007  State  Senior  Adult  Rally  /X 
Thursday,  August  30 
Mississippi  College,  Swor  Auditorium 
$1  at  door 

Speaker:  Dennis  Swanberg 
Music:  Visionaries  Choir,  FBC,  Hattiesburg 

CONFERENCES 
Fun  Time  with  Rick 

Rick  Brewly,  juggling,  music  and  magic 
Success  of  Significance  for  Senior  Adults 
Tom  Crocker,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Life  Way  Consultant 
Developing  a  Servant  Heart 

Dennis  Daniel,  Pastoral  Care  Ministries,  FBC,  Jackson 

To  register,  contact  Eric  Pratt  at  MC,  601-925-3235.  fax  601-925-3909,  or  E- 
mail  epratt@mc.edu.  ‘Deadline  to  register  is  August  23. 


1 5  miles  from  1-55  to  church 


Parking 


For  more  info,  contact  Mississippi  wMu  at 
601-292-3319  or  spruitt@mbcb.org. 
to  www.mbcb.  Click  on:  Departments,  Mission  Strategy, 
. . . Woman  s  Missionary  .Union. _ _  _ 


AJMITED 


JUL»  7-11  .  ?00? 
f'iSSISSW  COclECE 

SEE  UHAr  HAVENS  UHr*  ST-DE*TS 
JNtrE  UlrH  ONE  jOICE  AND  ASSIO** 

PREPARE  -KjftSHI1  .(i 


“It's  Your  Call V 


BALTIMORE 
CLEUELAND 
NEW  YORK 
VANCOUVER 


witt  be  involved  in  starting  a  “high 
impact”  church  in  each  area.  These 
churches  are  designed  to  plant  a  new 
church  every  two  to  three  years.  Then 
the  new  church  plant  will  do  the  same. 
Multiplication  of  churches  win  continue 
to  impact  these  mega  focus  cities. 


Ken  Rhodes,  601-292-3398,  krhodes@mbcb.org 
Paul  Harrell,  601-292-3398,  pharrell@mbcb.org 


CAMP  GARAYWA  ...COLLEGE  STUDENTS, 
be  a  cabin  leader  or  older  high  school 
females,  be  a  cabin  leader-in-training! 

Are  you  a  female  college  student,  with  a  heart  for  Christ,  chil¬ 
dren,  camping  and  missions?  Camp  Garaywa  needs  you  to  serve 
as  a  cabin  leader  for  our  eight  week  summer  camping  program!  We 
also  have  positions  available  for  older  high  school  females  (must  be 
1 6)  to  serve  as  cabin-leaders-in-training  for  one-two  weeks  during  the 
summer.  If  you  are  interested,  please  contact  Robin  Keels  in  the  wMu 
department  at  1 .800.748. 1 65 1 ,  ext.  3 22,  or  601.292.33 22. 

Applications  are  also  available  online  at  www.mbcb.org.  Don  t  miss 
this  opportunity  to  be  blessed,  and  be  a  blessing  to  others! 


OLDER  CHILDREN  S 

Bible  Drill  Camp  2007 
July  5-7 

Central  Hills  Baptist  Ret  rent 


awe  Skfl.  \Morship.  Camp  Fire 
Serxace.  MomngYtfctch. 

Time  wufi  Southern  Baptist 
McsionaneSw  Horseback  Rang. 


ship).  Swimming.  Canoeing. 


Each  church  group  must  have  a 
male  counselor  for  every  7  boys 
(or  portion  thereof)  and  a  female 
counselor  for  every  7  gets  (or 
portion  thereof)  Qtfdren  are 
together  with  the  counselors 
from  their  church  al  during 
camp. 

Camp  begns  vrth  check-n  at  2 
p.m  .  Thursday.  July  S.  2007.  and 
ends  at  noon  on  Saturday.  July  7. 


Program  questions  should  he  directed  to  rhe  Discipiestup  and  Farrniv 
NAmstry  Departme'  i  !  -800-  748-1651  or  dh?ash;efi9nitxt>  org 


Small  Church 
Bivocational 
Church 
Pastors 

Workshop 


Temple  BC  Hattiesburg 


Emmanuel  BC  Grenada 


IMTRNATION \l 
MISSIONS  I  MIMI  \SIS 

\ i>u  tire  inrili’ii  to  join  u>  Itir 
ii  uttiifiie  tin ti  t  Xiiimy  crent 
ilium  I  xloluil  rni>>ion> 
irith  (.tinhni  I  on  IMH 
tiinl  Ion i  Sharp  I\IH 

>  t  onrenient  lot  ti  thnis 

Moiulax  Vpril  xO  2007 
I  H(  sitirknlh 

I  ikmIjx  M,n  I  2007 
I  H(  Hit  It  hi  iitt 

WaliH'siljx  Max  2  2007 
hi>lliiiren  Htiplisl  (  hurih  Hrooklnii'cn 


Ihir  I  vent,  9  a.ni  until  1  p  in. 
Minister*  of  \ti.vxion>  Dinner,  i  p  in. 

I  veninx  R,ilh  6  p  in 

WNi  '\  U  t  )|x  \l  TMI’.\c:i 


BARBIE 

BASSETT 


M 


A  T 


Reservation  Deadline  is 
April  16.  2007 


ftting  Started  on  the  Web  Led  by  J  C.  Howell 


! 


Creative  Production  Led  by  Don  Moore  and  David  Bunger  \ 

•  Sound  Advice  Advanced  Led  by  Trooper  Hales 

•  Non-Linear  Editing  for  Weekly  Church  Broadcast  Led  by  Lynn  BuIIock 

•  Projection  Systems  Forum 

•  Me9  The  Director9  -  Led  by  Lynn  Bullock 


!>,wu,  afc*  Jfa  fa,...  April  6-1 9,  2007 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


"'believers  i>o  not  hart  to  be  befeatel  by  hardships, 
but  they  can  experience  mastery.’ 

'from  "'fiovJ  'Taith  'Works'  by  Hiarofo  *T.  *T{ifson 


Team  Romany  writes:  'Music 
is  an  important  part  of  the 
Romany  culture  among  the 
Gypsies  of  Cental  Europe 
\m  have  use  music 

to  attract  the/nest  of 

thanking  new  vol¬ 

unteer  musician  who  Is 
reaching  out  to  the  Roma  in 


Mississippi  Council  on 
Bhocadonai  Ministries.  Eagle 
RxSoe  Conference  Center. 
Raymond  (P/UJL  |2) 
Mississippi  kfwhn'  Golf 
ToumamencViM  Caroline. 
Madison  ICO)  State 


Conference.  Camp  Garaywa. 
Clinton  (P/LD| 


(II  Bible  Drills.  Harrisburg  BC. 
Tupelo.  FBC.  TUpeto  |D&P M). 
(2|  S  is  one  of  Martha  Cs  drs- 
ciplesnip  trjrNng^ypents  m 
South  Ko fm  S  AyAand  a  | 
ooctor,  recanitcaie 


another  student  Please  join  in 
prayer  for  M's  family. 


Rom  one  of  his  patients.  S 
became  a  Christian  in 
Martha  s  Bible  study  and  then 
led  her  husband  to  the  Lord. 


|l|  SYNCUP  -The  Power  of 
Working  Together  -  A  Large 
Church  Pastor  and  Minister  of 
Education  Conference,  North 

^upB-r«PlJo'21 

Wortdno  Tofahir  -A  Small 
Church  PasAr  ana?  Director 
Lonrerence,  ivorm  uxtcxq  dc 
Oxford  (SSI;  (3|  Bible  DriN.  FBC 
BaMwfe FBC  Pkayune  (OfcFM) 


|l|  BUe  Orifc,  FBC  Staricvde 
(D&FM);  (21  Please  continue  to 
pray  for  P  T  and  many  other 
faNnfUser^ntsdfrtel  who 
continue  rtlfwe  twtrulh  m 
the  midst  ofthreavand  perse¬ 
cution.  Prajtor  ttfir  special  wis¬ 
dom  as  to  now  to  encourage 
othen  during  these  hard  times 
and  help  them  to  lay  al  thdr 
burdens  at  the  Father's  feet. 


’  ( 1 1  SYNCUP  -  "The  Power  of 
Working  Together'  (Large 
•  Churches).  Camp  Garaywa 
|  |SS);  (2)  Please  pray  for  mis¬ 
sionary  Buoy  My  who  is 

wfthff  w|o  Jsifry'lnwest- 

but  her  Hindu  husband  and 
mother-irHaw  are  holding 
her  back  Pray  for  them. 


( 1 1  Campers  on  Mission, 
Central  HWs  Baptist  Retreat 
Kosdusto(MM);  (2)  A  quote 

excitingt^eMRjfctocal 
crwKJrrn  ocr  • 

encouraged  that  He  is  at 
work.  Remember  these  local 
believers  in  prayer,  asking  for 
|  encouragement  and  safety 


(l|  SYNCUP  -  "The  Power  of 
Working  Together'  (Large 
Churches).  Petal  Harvey  BC 
Petal  (SSygl  SJ^CUP-The 

ASr^^rch^orandSS 
Director  (ftnffmce.  Petal 
Harvey  Be  (Ssj^JrBIble  DriR. 
FBC.  Brookhaven;  Emmanuel 
BC.  Grenada  (D&FM). 


(I)  Bible  DriNs.  Salem  Heights 
BC  Laurel  (D&FM).  (21  Imagine 
that  you  are  one  of  35 
ChrtstiamJvinuBpng  more 
than  390!foo|fydif  Sunni 
Muslim  britheMfknow  that 
you  have  I  tn4flmce  that  sur¬ 
passes  aN  understanding.  This 
is  the  situation  of  the  3s 
known  Christians  among  the 
Kolai  people. 


In  December,  you  prayed 
that  every  Christian  on  a 
mMor  island  in  the 
Caribbean  wgukpwn  at 
least  one  coffgTCod's 

aRSeST"- 

Bibles.  New  Testaments  and 
Gospels  of  John  were  sent  to 
that  island 


(I)  Bible  DriN.  Poplar  Springs 
Drive  BC  Meridian.  Main 
Street  BC  Hattiesburg 
[0&FM|.  (21  Missionary 
Parents  Fetfwsppfamp 
Garaywa  -latUirMft  Place. 
Clinton.  2  An.  13^J4th 


A  rural  BraiMan  pastor 
has  been  a  problem  m  his 
city  needs  help.  His  church  is 
gradually  ApM  and  its  a 
bad  testi  monitor  the  com¬ 
munity.  Plede  pray  that  the 
Lord  wIN  mike  m  miraculous 
ways  m  this  situation  so  that 
this  church  wM  become  a 
beacon  of  light  in  this  city  of 
great  darkness 

(1 )  Mississippi  Missionary 
Fellowship.  Camp  Garaywa, 
Clinton  |WMU|.  (2)  Bible  Drill. 


McLaurinJ 
FBC.  Mad 


,  BC,  Peart; 
pfM);  (3) 

E  Central 


(WMU|.  (3f _ 

Training  Conference. 
Mississippi  College,  Clinton. 
1 3th- 1 4th  |CLGM|. 


" CeCehrate  the  CaCC  in  (Every  Season 
of  a  Woman's  Life" 

North  East  Mississippi  Women's  Celebration 
Saturday,  May  19 

9:30  registration,  Celebration  10  a.m.  -  2  p.m 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Belmont 


featuring : 

Acteen  Emily  Leathers,  ’Top  Teen,"  Pickens  -  Spring 
Janet  Rayford,  Jackson  -  Summer 
Patrice  Turner,  Baltimore,  Md.  -  Autumn 
Shirley  Berry,  Water  Valley,  former  Mrs.  Mississippi  -  Winter 

A  woman  in  all  of  her  seasons  searches  for  meaning  in  her  life.  She 
searches  for  and  discovers  that  life  has  a  spiritual  dimension  as  well  as 
temporal.  She  also  discovers  a  Comforter  in  her  grieving,  an  ally  and 
partner  in  her  dreaming,  an  accurate  mirror  in  measuring  her  self  worth, 
and  an  encourager  in  her  giving. 

Tishomingo  Association  will  be  hosting  lunch  and  a  love  offering  will 
be  taken  to  cover  the  cost.  Registration  begins  at  9:30;  Celebration  starts 
at  10  a.m.  Lunch  at  noon;  2  p.m.  Adjourn. 

Call  the  MS  wMu  for  more  info:  601-292-3324, 1-800-748-1651  or 
E-mail  Kbums0mbcb.org. 


ENCOURAGE  AN  MK 
TODAY  WITH  A  CARD! 


6-346 

MR.  JOEL  MARTIN 
Parents:  William  It  Cynthia 
NAMB:  Las  Vegas 

6-346 

MISS  LAUREN  E.  MCCALL 
Parents:  Dennis  4c  Margaret 
CESA 

6-3-04 

MISS  MARGARET  R.  WINGO 
Parents:  Floyd  k  Sylvia 
South  America 

6-646 

MISS  CHARISSA  B.  HE  ARON 
Parents:  Thomas  It  Bonnie 
Western  Europe 

6-1246 

MISS  AUDREY  L  YOUNG 
Parents:  Steven  k  Laura 
Middle  America  k  the  Caribbean 


6-15-05 

MR.  ETHAN  EPPS 
Parents:  Aaron  4c  Tiffany 
South  America 

6-2244 

MISS  MARY  KATHRYN  YOUNG 
Parents:  Steven  It  Laura 
Middle  America  4c  the  Caribbean 

6-2244 

MISS  MELODY  W. 

Parents:  Matt  4c  Shea  W. 

Last  Frontier 

6-2849 

MISS  CHARISSA  L  FORTENBERRY 
Parents:  Robert  4c  Margaret 
CESA 

No  magazines  or 
periodicals  can  be 
forwarded. 


Due  to  security 
reasons  full  names 
or  region  of  service 
may  not  be 
published. 

Cards  will  be 
forwarded. 

Please  send  all  to: 

Child's  name 
Parent's  name 
MVCB  wMu  MK 
Birthdays, 

PO  Box  530,  jackson 
MS  39205 

PLEASE  NOTE: 
Church  members 
may  send  a  package 
of  cards  together; 
cards  do  not 
have  to  be 
sent  individually 
to  the  wMu. 


I  Crossover  San  Antonio  slated  for  June  9-10 


AND  THE  FREEDOM  TO  LIVE  AND  GIVE  LIKE  NEVER  BEFORE' 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx.  1%32  -  2004 
copyrighted  2005 

QFBLOFH,  VG  CFUIPFE 
CLFNQLFH,  QBNQ  HIN 
ZIE  DQIMFH  NQF  TIIL  IW 
NQRM  KILUE  LRDQ  RH 
WBRNQ,  BHE  QFRLM  IW 
NQF  ORHZEIV  KQRDQ  ’ 
QF  QBNQ  TLIVRMFE  Nl 
NQFV  NQBN  UIPF  QRV? 

SBVFN  NKI:WRPF 
Clue:  T  =  H 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error  Answer  to  last  week 's 
puzzle:  Hebrews  Nine:  Twelve 


LEAD  YOUR  CHURCH 

m  FINANP.IAI  PFAP.F  Dare  Ramsey  s 


CALL  TODAY  (8771 378-266/ 

FOR  A  FREE  PREVIEW  DVD!  DAVE RAMSfY.COM,  F Pu 


University 


vr: 


m 


SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas  (BP)  - 
An  estimated  2,000  Southern 
Baptist  volunteers  will  join  forces 
for  Crossover  San  Antonio  prior 
to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  (SBC)  June  12-13 


annual  meeting  at  the  Henry  B. 
Gonzalez  Convention  Center. 

Crossover,  now  in  its  19th 
year,  officially  is  June  9-10 
and  will  be  a  comprehensive 
campaign  to  reach  a  signifi¬ 


1 .  Harris  and  family,  Tlllatoba  Church,  Tillatoba 

1.  Tillatoba  Church,  Tillatoba,  has  called  James  "Rickey" 
Harris  as  pastor  effective  Feb.  25.  He  comes  to  Tillatoba  from 
Enon  Church,  Grenada,  where  he  served  as  deacon  and  music 
directof.  He  surrendered  to  the  ministry  in  Oct.,  2006,  and  will 
be  ordained  Apr.  14  at  3  p.m.  Shown  are  Sheri  Harris,  Kevin 
Harris,  Katherine  Harris,  and  Harris. 

2.  Calvary  Church,  Bogue  Chitto,  has  called  David 
Montgomery  as  minister  of  music  and  his  wife  Kathy  as  pianist. 
They  will  begin  their  ministry  Apr.  15.  Trent  Bilbo,  pastor. 


cant  segment  of  San  Antonio's 
unchurched  population,  said 
Don  Smith,  national 
Crossover  coordinator  for  the 
North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB). 

NAMB  is  jointly  sponsoring 
Crossover  San  Antonio  with 
the  Southern  Baptists  of  Texas 
Convention,  the  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Texas, 
and  San  Antonio  Association. 

During  the  week  and  week¬ 
end  leading  up  to  the  SBC's 
annual  meeting,  volunteers 
representing  dozens  of  SBC 
churches  in  San  Antonio  and 
around  the  nation  will  take  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
streets,  parks  and  plazas  of  San 
Antonio,  a  city  of  some  1.8  mil¬ 
lion  people  and  the  second- 
largest  city  in  Texas.  About  60% 
of  the  population  is  Hispanic. 

Despite  a  rich  religious  histo¬ 
ry,  four  out  of  five  San  Antonio 
residents  do  not  attend  church 
regularly  and  two-thirds  have 
no  church  affiliation,  according 
to  Charles  Price,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  San  Antonio 
Association,  which  consists  of 
259  churches  and  missions. 

"(Crossover)  is  big  for  us, 
and  we're  getting  a  good 
response  from  our  area  church¬ 
es/  Price  said.  "We  pray  that 
God  will  give  us  an  infusion  of 
new  believers  into  our  churches 
and  that  we  would  be  able  to 
start  three  or  four  new  church¬ 
es  as  a  result  of  Crossover. 


"We  also  pray  that  Crossover 
gives  us  a  new  vision  and  ener¬ 
gy  for  evangelism  in  the  public 
square,  not  just  through  our 
worship  services.  We  need  a 
cross-cultural  witness.  San 
Antonio  is  a  mission  field  with 
45-50  people  groups,  and  we 
have  to  approach  it  like  that," 
Price  said. 

Crossover  outreach  efforts 
will  include  door-to-door  evan¬ 
gelism,  block  parties  and  an 
international  festival  featuring 
dozens  of  ethnic  groups  show¬ 
casing  their  cultures,  food, 
dress,  music,  dance,  and  art. 

For  additional  information 
about  Crossover  San  Antonio, 
visit  www.crossoversa.org. 


will  present  its  children's 
Easter  musical.  It  All 
Happened  in  the  City,  Apr.  8, 
6  p.m.  Walter  Butler,  pastor. 

Sunrise  Church,  Leake 
County,  will  present  its 
Easter  cantata  My  Savior,  My 
God,  Mar.  31, 6:30  p.m. 

Franklin  Creek  Church, 
Moss  Point,  will  host  an 
Easter  egg  hunt  Apr.  7, 10  a.m. 
-  noon,  with  games,  prizes, 
snacks,  and  sleight-ot-hand 
illusionist  Richard  Blaine. 


I 

I 


KJU 


First  rWreih  Soso:  Revival,  Apr.  15  -  18;  Sun.,  11  s.m 
I  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Mike  Thompson,  speak 
Steve  and  Becky  Carver,  music. 


Coat  Porch,  Simp  ton  County:  Revival,  Apr.  22  -  25;  Sun. 
11  a.m.  and  6  p.m^Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Kenney  Golf,  Pearl 
speaker;  dark  Walker,  musk;  William  McWilliams,  pastor. 


(left),  a  senior  English  education 
major  from  Blue  Springs,  won 
in  two  Southern  Literary 
Festival  categories:  one-act  play 
and  informal  essay.  Blake's  one 
act  play,  The  Hunted,  won  third 
place  in  and  her  informal  essay, 
A  Warm  Place,  won  second 
place.  Lauryn  McPhail  Jenkins 
(right),  a  senior  English  educa¬ 
tion  major  from  Horn  Lake, 
won  second  place  in  the 
Festival's  formal  essay  competi¬ 
tion  with  her  Rebels  and  Angels 
composition. 


Crawdar  fhmrh  Crowder:  Homecoming.  Apr.  22;  Sunday 
School,  9:45  a.m.;  worship,  10:45  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch  and 
fellowship;  Jackie  Cooke  and  Ken  Griffith,  speaker  and  music. 


Calvary  Church,  Borne  CMtto:  1 04th  Homecoming,  May  2; 
Howard  Smith,  pastor  from  Mar.,  1959  to  June,  1961,  speaker; 
lunch  after  morning  service;  Trent  Bilbo,  pastor. 


rrol  County:  Revival,  Apr.  15  - 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Melvin 
musk;  Gary  Tanner,  pastor. 


Complex  at  William  Carey  University  will  be  Softball  Field,  ooncessyn  stand,  ticket  b 
dedicated  at  ceremonies  to  be  held  April  21  at  3  JO  athlebcofftces.  Kennedy,  whorervedas 
p.m.  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  The  Sports  of  the  Christian  university  for  «ght  y 
Complex  will  house  the  existing  Milton  Wheeler  September  21  from  comphcatiortt  from  i 
Baseball  Field  and  the  Joseph  and  Nancy  Fail  monly  known  as  Lou  Gehng  s  Disease 

Missionaries  return  home  to  recover  from  robbery  wounds 

VALLEY  SPRINGS,  Ark.  Tm  restricted  on  do 
(BP)  -  Southern  Baptist  mis-  things  I  like  to  do."  Carl 
sionaries  Carl  and  Kay  Garvin  said,  adding  that  his  an 
have  returned  to  their  home  fragile  he  wiB  not  be  aDc 
state  of  Arkansas  and  are  recu¬ 
perating  after  robbers  attacked 
diem  in  a  hotel  south  of  Moshi, 

Tanzania,  in  February. 

Kay  Garvin,  who  was  shot 
in  the  chest,  "is  healing  won¬ 
derfully  well"  and  "is  able  to 
do  anything  she  wants,"  said 


Ramah  Church,  McCall  Creek:  Homecoming 
vices,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish  meal 
speaker;  Gordon  Coker,  pastor. 


thanks  to  Church  in  Harrison  and  Rudy 
"a  prayer  Dehrens  of  Grandview  First 
He  also  Church  of  Berryville,  were  of 
e  for  the  great  assistance  from  the  time 
>  tne  robbers  fled  until  the 
Christmas  Garvins  received  initial  med¬ 
ical  attention. 

in  times  like  this  "God  planted  them  in  our 
Litting  us  on  the  way  to  provide  specifically 
d's  work."  for  Kay,"  Garvin  said,  noting 

kansas  mission  that  initially  her  injury  was 
working  with  life-threatening, 
i  the  attacks  A  former  nurse  for  30  years 
ere  unharmed,  with  emergency  medical 
,  because  they  training,  Garvin  was  able  to 
securely  in  Aeur  aid  his  wife  immediately  fol- 
hole  time,  which  lowing  die  shooting.  Then  the 
their  lives.  Arkansas  volunteers  assisted 


_  _  _  Cooperative  Program  and  the 

ndtohadk  power.  Mirtdes  bubbled  out  of  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
wedge  of  Bus  in  our  lives  and  in  die  lives  Offering,  which  "provides  for 
in  the  arm.  of  others  who  heard  of  this."  *“  ““ 1  ‘  ““ 

_ surgery.  Garvin  said  the  police 

The  Garvins  were  initially  inspector  in  Kenya  told  him 
ated  at  a  Moshi  dink  before  the  robbers  meant  to  kill  the 

_  _ _ _ _  ing  airlifted  to  a  hospital  in  couple,  "but  that  wasn't 

her  hiusbancl,  who  is  healing  Nairobi,  Kenya.  They  arrived  God's  plan.  He  only  let  them 

more  slowly  from  surgery  home  in  Valley  Spongs,  Ark,  in  go  so  far.God  » 

because  of  a  broken  arm,  early  March  and  plan  to  be  there  glory  from  this...  It  sltfeGod 

severe  lacerations,  and  liga-  for  about  six  weeks  before  return-  telling  Satan  he  could  touch 


this.  As  people  prayed  for  us, 
God  received  glory  and  many 
received  a  blessing." 

Garvin  said  they  are  eager 
to  return  to  .their  ministry  in 
Tanzania.  "This  has  not 
deterred  our  call  at  all"  he 
said.  "In  fact,  it  has  given  us  an 
even  greater  sense  of  His  call." 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Jesus  Lives  for  Us 


John  20:1-18 


By  Angie  Boydstun _ 

What  does  Easter  mean  to 
you?  Does  it  mean  rebirth  of 
nature  and  everything  in  bloom? 
Does  it  mean  lots  at candy  and 
eggs?  Does  it  mean  colorful 
fashion  and  white  shoes? 

The  true  meaning  of  Easter 
often  gets  lost  in  these  dungs. 
The  Bible  teaches  that  Jesus  rose 
from  the  dead  -  He  is  ALIVE! 
This  should  be  the  focus  of 
Easter  celebrations.  Anything 
less  fails  to  help  us  learn  about 
and  share  the  greatest  thing  Jesus 
does  for  us  — He  lives  for  us. 

John  20  gives  the  account  of 
the  empty  tomb  from  some  of 
Jesus'  most  faithful  followers. 
Verse  1  begins  with  Mary 
Magdalene  reaching  the  tomb 
only  to  see  the  stone  rolled 


| 


away.  Her  first 
thought  was  grave  rob¬ 
bers  had  taken  the  body 
of  Jesus.  She  ran  to  tell  Peter 
and  John  about  the  missing 
body,  concerned  about  where  u 
might  have  been  taken. 

when  they  heard  Mary's 
report,  Peter  and  John  raced  to 
the  tomb  with  an  urgency  to  see 
for  themselves.  Although  John 
reached  the  site  first,  he  did  not 
enter  the  tomb;  he  just  looked 
in,  noticing  the  linen  strips  that 
lay  there.  When  Peter  got 
there,  he  went  right  in,  observ¬ 
ing  the  burial  cloth,  which  was 
neatly  folded  and  lying  sepa¬ 
rately  from  the  other  linen. 

The  two  men  realized  that 
grave  robbers  were  not  to  blame; 
they  would  not  have  so  neatly 
folded  the  grave  clothes.  Peter 


and  John's  instantly 
believed  what  Jesus  had 
foretold  about  His 
death  and  resurrection. 
Notice  that  none  of  the 
visitors  to  the  grave 
immediately  thought  of 
the  resurrection  when 
they  saw  the  empty 
tomb.  Knowing  the 
tomb  was  empty  did 
not  convince  them  that 
He  had  risen,  but  it  certainly 
provoked  some  thinking. 

Verse  9  says  John  did  not 
know  from  Scripture  that  Jesus 
would  rise  from  the  dead,  but  he 
recognized  that  the  empty  grave 
clothes  could  only  mean  one 
thing.  Jesus  had  not  been  taken, 
but  had  indeed  risen.  After  such 
a  profound  discovery,  John  and 
Peter  then  went  back  to  their 
homes,  verse  10  tells  us. 

Sometimes  we  are  like  Peter 
and  John.  We  know  Jesus  died 
for  us  and  rose  again.  Yet 
somehow,  we  do  not  think 
about  what  His  being  alive 
means  to  us.  Easter  celebra¬ 
tions  might  stir  us,  but  at  the 
end  we  simply  go  back  to  our 


homes,  not  really  comprehend¬ 
ing  that  Jesus  is  ALIVE! 

Mary  Magdalene  stayed  at 
the  tomb,  distraught  over  its 
being  empty.  Remember  that 
she  nad  not  seen  the  grave 
clothes  and  apparently,  Peter 
and  John  did  not  share  their 
revelations  with  her.  In  verse 
12,  she  looked  into  the  tomb. 
Two  angels  asked  why  she  was 
crying;  she  told  them  her  Lord 
had  been  taken  away.  Then  she 
turned  and  saw  Jesus  but  did 
not  recognize  Him. 

Jesus  also  asked  why  Mary 
was  crying.  Both  the  angels  and 
Jesus  nad  something  of  a  rebuke 
for  Mary  when  they  asked 
about  her  emotional  state.  Mary 
did  not  recognize  Jesus  at  the 
time,  whether  she  was  too  emo¬ 
tional  to  realize  who  He  was  or 
He  chose  to  prevent  recognition. 
She  asked  Him  to  tell  her  where 
the  body  was  taken. 

In  verse  16,  when  Jesus  called 
her  name,  Mary  recognized 
Him.  She  wanted  to  cling  to 
Him,  but  He  told  her  instead  to 
and  share  the  news  with  His 
isciples.  His  "brothers."  Mary 


§S 


Explore  the  Bible 

Share  New  Life 

Luke  24:1-49 
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preparing  a  party  to 
welcome 


By  Ivan  Parke 


Luke,  the  physician,  notified 
Theophilus,  "Inasmuch  as  many 
have  undertaken  to  compile  an 
account  of  the  things  accom¬ 
plished  among  us...  it  seemed  fit¬ 
ting  for  me  as  well,  having  inves¬ 
tigated  everything  carefully  from 
me  beginning,  to  write  it  out  for 
you  in  consecutive  order"  (1:1, 3). 
What  Luke  compiled  is  the 
longest  gospel  (1151  verses),  con¬ 
taining  cherished  material  that 
Matthew,  Mark,  and  John  do  not 
have:  e.g.,  "Infancy  Narratives" 
(chs.  1-2)  and  "Galilee  to 
Jerusalem:  Disdpleship"  (9:51- 
18:14).  In  1997,  Frank  Pollard 
wrote  Timely  Answers  to  Key 
Questions,  the  Adult  Winter 
Bible  Study  book  that  examined 
ten  parables  unique  to  Luke:  e.g., 
"The  Good  Samaritan"  (10:25- 
37),  "The  Prodigal  Son"  (15:11- 
"The  Rich 


32),  and 


Man  and 


Lazarus"  (16:19-31). 

Chapter  24  also  pre¬ 
serves  exclusive"  material. 

The  final  41  verses  record 
events  that  no  other  gospel  does: 
"The  Road  to  Emmaus  (w.  13- 
35),  "The  Appearance  of  the  Risen 
Christ  in  Jerusalem"  (w.  36-49), 
and  "The  Ascension"  (w.  50-53). 
The  first  49  verses  is  the  Sunday 
School  lesson  for  Easter. 

Overview 

Luke  24:1-49  is  action-packed: 
visits  to  die  empty  tomb  (w.  1-9, 
12),  a  conversation  with  angels 
(w.  4-8),  meetings  with  the  disci¬ 
ples  (w.  10-11,  33-36),  and  two 
appearances  of  the  resurrected 
Jesus  (w.  13-31,  36-49). 

Lowiights 

Luke  24:1-49  should  have 
chronicled  the  excitement  of 
Jesus'  followers;  e.g.,  counting 
the  hours  to  Easter  Sunday, 


W 
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Parke 


Jesus  back 
from  the  dead. 
Instead...  [a]  The 
women  went  to  the 
tomb  to  prepare  a 
corpse  for  burial 
because  they  had  for¬ 
gotten  Jesus'  words 
v.  8).  [b]  The  eleven 
did  not  believe  (NO 
faith)  the  women  who 
divulged  what  the  angels  had 
said  at  the  tomb  (v.  11).  [cl  Two 
disciples  spent  hours  with  the 
resurrected  Jesus,  but  failed  to 
recognize  Him.  Verse  16  does 
not  explain  how  their  eyes 
"were  prevented,"  a  passive 
voice  verb  (i.e.,  unidentified 
doer  of  the  action),  [d]  When 
,  the  resurrected  Jesus  appeared 
to  the  eleven,  they  panicked 
AND  doubted  (vv.  37-38). 

Consequently,  Luke  24:1-49 
documents  three  rebukes,  [a]  The 
angels  rightly  asked  the  grieving 
embalmers,  "Why  do  you  seek 
the  living  One  among  the  dead?" 
(v.  5)  [bJOn  the  road  to  Emmaus, 
Jesus  called  His  traveling  com¬ 
panions  "foolish  men...  slow  of 
heart  to  believe"  (v.  25)  The  Greek 
adjective,  translated  "foolish," 


indicates  "ignorant,  unintelligent, 
not  understanding."  [c|  In 
Jerusalem,  Jesus  questioned  the 
eleven,  "Why  are  you  troubled, 
and  whv  do  doubts  arise  in  your 
hearts?''  (v.  38) 

Highlights 

According  to  Brevard  S. 
Childs,  Professor  of  Divinity 
Emeritus  at  Yale  University, 
"The  climax  of  [Luke's]  book 
comes  with  the  Emmaus  story" 
(Biblical  Theology  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments,  280). 
Luke  24:1-49  certainly  bulges 
with  reasons  to  rejoice. 

[a]  The  tomb  was  empty. 
Three  sets  of  eyewitnesses, 
angels  (vv.  4-7),  women  (w.  1-9), 
and  Peter  (v.  12),  saw  nothing 
(NObody). 

[b]  Jesus  is  alive.  In 
Jerusalem,  the  eleven  "thought 
that  they  were  seeing  a  spirit" 
(v.  37),  but  Jesus  responded, 
"See  Mv  hands  and  My  feet  .  . 
.  touch  Me  and  see,  for  a  spirit 
does  not  have  flesh  and  bones 
as  you  see  that  I  have"  (v.  39). 
He  had  risen  bodily. 

Luke  24:1-49  verifies  the  phys¬ 
ical  aspects  of  the  resurrected 
Jesus:  inside  His  tomb,  just  a 


immediately  went  and  told  die 
men  that  she  had  seen  the  Lord. 

Mary's  reaction  was  normal  I 
suppose.  If  you  saw  someone 
you  loved  very  much  but 
thought  to  be  dead,  you  might 
want  to  hold  him  tightly  or  keep 
her  to  yourself.  Christ  has 
shown  us  this  is  not  the  response 
He  desires.  We  are  to  tell  others 
the  good  news  —  He's  alive! 

We  do  not  see  the  disciples' 
reaction  to  Mary's  news  in 
verse  18.  All  that  mattered  was 
that  she  fulfilled  Jesus'  request. 
In  the  same  way,  we  are  not 
responsible  for  how  others 
respond  to  Jesus  being  alive. 
We  are  simply  to  tell. 

The  Easter  celebrations 
around  us  should  do  more  than 
make  us  feel  all  warm  and  fuzzy. 
This  time  of  year  should  lead 
each  of  us  to  affirm  this  -  the 
Jesus  who  lives  for  us  is  the  rea¬ 
son  we  share  with  others  who 
need  to  know  and  to  believe. 


Boydstun  is  Preschool  and 
Children's  consultant  in  the  Sunday 
School  Dept.,  MBCB,  and  a  member 
of  Pinelake  Church,  Brandon. 


linen  wrapping  (vv.  1-12);  at 
Emmaus,  He  took,  blessed,  and 
broke  bread  (v.  30);  in  Jerusalem, 
He  ate  broiled  fish  (w.  41-43). 
See  also  Matthew  28:9;  John 
20:19-29  and  21:1-14. 

[c]  Jesus  kept  His  word.  At 
the  tomb,  an  angel  announced, 
"He  is  not  here,  for  He  has 
risen,  just  as  He  said"  (Mt.  28:6; 
see  also  24:6-8).  Matthew  12:39- 
40  and  17:9,  Mark  9:30-32,  Luke 
9:22  and  18:31-34,  and  John  2:22 
are  earlier  references  by  Jesus  to 
His  eventual  resurrection. 

Believing  what  God  has  said 
appears  foolish  to  the  world  (see 
1  Cor.  1:18-28).  His  word,  being 
truth,  however,  vindicates  faith. 

[d]  The  Scriptures  reveal 
who  Jesus  is.  The  beloved 
Spiritual  inauires,  "Were  you 
there  when  He  rose  up  from  the 
grave?"  Blessed  with  multiple 
copies  of  the  Scriptures, 
Christians  can  do  more  than 
imagine.  We  can  know  the  res¬ 
urrected  Jesus  personally  with¬ 
out  ever  seeing  Him  physically. 

Parke  is  Associate  Professor, 
Dept,  of  Christian  Studies  and 
Phdosophy,  MC,  and  a  member  cf 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


Ring.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 

lo  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
he  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
"tamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  ?30,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  <601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecord«® mbcb.org 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 

of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  f  A 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 

Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit-  ^ 

ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1 -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing  no  articles  Photograph  attachments  are  permissible 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  make  articles  concise.  Indue 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  the  who,  what,  when,  where  details 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  persor 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-  address  and  telephone  number, 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats,  Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  ar 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted,  white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printou 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  IPEG  file  via 
either  <a)  e-mail,  ib)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  <c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 
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ages  four  -  18.  The  ministry 
focuses  on  building  empower¬ 
ment,  inward  beauty,  confi¬ 
dence,  and  poise^H|H^M 
and  is  based 

biblical  pnnci-K 

pies  «V| 

arrav  of  ser\ lces^l^^^B 
from  themed  ML*  '  1 m 


public  speaking^|^H^| 
tor  church  events.  5  Avan! 
For  more  infor- 
mation,  call  (662)  237-4169  oi 
visit  www.beautybydesignon 
line.com. 


6.  Crossgates  Church, 
my.  First  Church,  Wiggins  Brandon  will  present  Extreme 

_  Makeover  -  Home  Edition  Apr. 

8  at  8,  9:30,  and  11  a.m.  For 
Joe  Martin,  who  has  served  for  more  information,  call  (601) 
24  years  and  pianist  Annette  825-2562  or  visit  www. cross- 
Sasser,  who  has  served  since  gates.org. 

1966.  Shown  are  pastor  Trent 

Bilbo,  Tommy  Sasser,  Sasser,  7.  First  Church,  Soso,  will 
Martin,  and  Sandra  Martin.  present  Walking  in  His 

Footsteps,  a  multimedia  jour- 
4.  First  Church,  Plantersville,  ney  through  Jesus'  last  week, 
held  its  second  annual  Free  Day,  Apr.  5 - 6,  9  a.m.  -  4p.m.  and  6 
during  which  church  members  -  8  p.m.  daily.  The  walk- 
donate  clothing,  furniture,  through  event  takes  about  40 
household  items,  etc.  The  com-  minutes  to  complete.  For  more 
munity  is  invited  to  "shop"  for  information,  call  (601 )  729-8805 
their  needs,  and  everything  is  or  (601)  729-8812. 

Shirley  free.  The  church  provided  help 

or  Matt  to  178  people.  Shown  are  some  8.  Brandon  Church, 
of  the  cnurch  members.  Brandon:  Peter  Lord,  Deeper 

Life  Conference.  Apr.  15  -  18; 
Bogue  5.  Alyssa  Avant,  a  Christian  Sun.,  9,  10:30  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
ion  and  author  and  speaker,  announces  Mon.  -  Wed.,  noon  -  12:50  p.m. 
dar.  25  her  Beauty  by  Design  and  6:30  p.m.;  lunch  served 
r  Harrv  Ministries  for  young  women  with  volunteer  donation. 


1.  First  Church,  Wiggins, 
broke  ground  Mar.  11  fortneir 
first  phase  of  a  Family  Life 
Building.  The  church  celebrat¬ 
ed  through  worship,  a  ground¬ 
breaking  service,  and  dinner  on 
the  ground.  Over  300  people 
attended.  Shown  are  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  groundbreaking. 


DVD  distribution  upsets  Mormons 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Center  (ERC)  has  been  taking 
Evangelicals  in  Utah  intended  calls  from  people  who 
the  distribution  of  more  than  watched  the  DVD  and  want  to 
350,000  DVDs  disputing  the  ask  questions  or  make  a  pro¬ 
claims  of  Mormonism  as  a  fession  of  faith  in  Jesus, 
legitimate  act  of  concern  for  Clark  helped  put  some  of 
their  neighbors  who  don’t  the  DVDs  into  plastic  bags  for 
know  Jesus  as  Savior,  but  the  distribution  on  Sunday,  but 
outreach  effort  was  viewed  by  he  told  BP  he  was  volunteer- 
Mormons  as  an  act  of  disre-  ing  his  time  as  an  individual, 
spect  for  their  religion.  not  as  executive  director  of 

Hundreds  of  volunteers  the  state  convention, 
across  the  state  hung  the  ”1  believe  it’s  important 
DVDs  on  doorknobs  March  25  because  we  live  in  one  of  the 
in  white  plastic  bags  that  said,  most  lost  places  in  America 
Good  News  for  LDS,  and  oth-  even  though  it’s  the  most 
ers  were  handed  out  after  a  churched  state  in  the  union,” 
Utah  Jazz  basketball  game  Clark  said.  The  Mormons  so 
that  night.  The  DVDs,  which  highly  revere  the  Book  of 
use  historical  evidence  to  Mormon  and  Joseph  Smith  that 
make  the  case  that  it’s  just  an  opportunity  for  us  to 
Mormonism  is  a  non-  get  them  to  perhaps  call  into 
Christian  cult,  were  written  question  their  belief  system.” 
and  produced  by  LaBarge  Though  the  DVD  made  the 
Media  in  New  York  for  Tri-  case  for  Christ  as  the  only 
Grace  Ministries  in  Utah.  way  to  God  using  document- 

Tri-Grace,  a  Christian  orga-  ed  history,  the  Church  of 
nization  founded  by  a  former  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day 
Mormon,  invited  Southern  Saints  said  the  production 
Bap  tist  churches  to  help  dis-  contained  manv  inaccuracies 
tribute  the  DVDs,  and  many  and  was  not  balanced. 
Southern  Baptist  volunteers  "No  good  will  come  from 
agreed  to  help,  Tim  Clark,  debating  doctrine  with  those 
executive  director  of  the  Utah-  whose  intention  is  to  disprove 
Idaho  Southern  Baptist  and  degrade  the  scriptures  we 
Convention,  told  Baptist  Press,  have,"  Bishop  Barlow  of  the 
"Officially,  this  was  not  a  Santaquin  Second  Ward,  said 
Utah-Idaho  project.  It  wasn't  in  an  official  response  March 
part  of  our  strategy,"  Clark  25.  "The  sole  purpose  of  this 
said,  adding  that  the  conven-  DVD  is  to  distort  what  our 
tion's  Evangelism  Response  leaders  stand  for  and  what 


copy  in  the  trash,  where  I  feel 
it  oelongs." 

Barlow  reiterated  to  his 
church  members  that  "Joseph 
Smith  is  a  Prophet  of  God 
who  saw  and  spoke  with  God 
the  Father  ana  His  Son.  The 
Book  of  Mormon  is  truly  a 
testament  of  Christ  and  gives 
an  account  of  what  happened 
on  the  American  Continent.” 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 

Scholarship  Ministry 


The  apostle  Paul  expressed  confidence  in  his  Lord  when  he  declared. 
“And  my  God  shall  supply  aH  your  needs  according  to  His  riches  in  glory 
in  Christ  Jesus"  (Ph*ppians  4;  19).  The  well-lcnown  verse  highlights  the  focus 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation's  Scholarship  Ministry. 

Due  to  the  generosity  ot  many  faithful  Christian  stewards,  the 
Foundation  has  the  privilege  of  providing  needs-based  supplemental  A 
financial  assistance  to  Mississippi  students  who  are  pursuing  a  degree  m 
at  a  Mississippi  Baptist  college  or  a  Southern  Baptist  seminary  Most  j| 
of  these  endowed  scholarship  accounts  offer  specific  eligibility 
guidelines  for  awarding  a  scholarship  grant,  factors  such  as  field 
of  study  institution  attended  and  scholarship  amount  often  are  Jfl 
included  as  stipulated  criteria  for  award  consideration 

For  more  information  about  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
Scholarship  Ministry  please  contact  our  office  at  PO  Box  530. 

Jockson  MS  39205  telephone  us  at  (401)  292-3210  or  (800)  748-1*51,  | 


application  must  be  received  m  the  MBF  office  by  April  30 


